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Asylum for some... 


NICKI JAMESON, 


As FRFI goos to press the 
Asylum and Immigration Bill 
is due to go back to the House 
fof Commons for its final read- 
ing. The draconian Bill, 
which we reported on in 
detail in the last issue, would 
probably have slipped 
through the Committee stage 
with hardly a murmur, had it 
not been for the war in the 
Balkans and the prospect of 
up to 50,000 Kosovan refugees 
arriving in Britain, As it is, 
the proposed amendments to 
the Bill have still been 
pathetic and the opposition 
‘weak in the extreme. 

Despite pros rumours of a back- 
bench revalt, there has boon na 
real sigh of any such thing and 
the Bill looks set to merge intact. 
However, the timing is still 
mildly embarrassing fora govern: 
‘ment which claims to be driven 
by humanitarianism ancl minis- 
ters have therefore been at pains 
to point ont how the Kosovans. 
who are due to bogin arriving at 
the rate af 1,000 per week, will be 
treated differuntly and hotter than 
the ‘economic migrants’ the Bill 
sevks toexclude. 


‘Good! refugees 

Despite it being. incontrovert 
bly demonstrated that NATO's 
bombardment of formersYugo- 
slavia would load to thousands 
of displaced persons crossing 
the border and socking sanctu: 
‘ary wherever they could find it 
it is only in the last few weoks 
that Britain, afier public sham- 
ing by the ather European coun- 
tries, was forced to concede that 
some of those fleeing the con: 
Aict could come tn the UK. 

Tho Kasovins will be given 
+2-month permits to stay in the 
UK and will be allowed to sock 
work and claim benefit, The 
Local Government Association, 


Which is working with the gov- 
ernment and the Refugee Coun- 
cil om the “erisis', is keen to 
avoid housing them in ex-army 
camps or prisons. although this 
is still a possibility, and has got 
\ocal authorities seeking out For 
mer schools, nursing homes, 
childron's homes and housing 
fassuciation properties. Presu- 
tmably they will not have much 
ofa problem locating such facil- 
ities, as they have closed down 
plenty of thom in recent years. 


‘Bad’ refugees 
Once the Immigration and Asy- 
Jum Bill has become law, refu- 
gees and asylum-seckers will 
not bo entitled to work or claim 
bonofit, but will receive vouch: 
+ wath 70 per ceat of Incame 
Support (£28.25 par wook) plus 
£1 per day in cash and 50p for 
childron. ‘The powers to arrest 
fnd detain asylum-seckors are 
being greatly increased and the 
so-called ‘fast track’ system re 
moves much of the remaining 
fight to appeal against departa- 
tion 
‘Opposition’ to the Bill 
from’ lol Labour MPs and liber- 
als. The ‘Big fssue mounted a 
Campaign against the voucher 
system, in whieh readers were 
asked ta sond the following 
tnessage to the Home Secretary: 
‘Dear Jack Straw, I believe thet 
the voucher systom for asylum: 
seokers is humiliating and fob 
mane. Do not abandon your 
commitment to. social justice 
Please amend the Immigration 
and Asylum Bill and restore 
benolit rights to asylum-seek 
ors’, This plea was nonetheless 
Stronger than that of the Labour 
MPs, whase initial revolt con 
sistod entirely of an entroaty to 
increase the 50p a day for chil- 
dren to 75p oF £1. Flushed with 
‘success’ in the Commons revolt 
vor disability benefits, the lef” 
is now rallying around on 


Healthy and wealthy 


HANA CALLER 


The Acheson report into 
inequalities in health (Nov- 
‘ember 1998) gave graphic evi- 
dence of the link between 
poverty and ill health. More 
evidence is now available 
regarding cancer and dispro- 
portionale survival rates 
linked to wealth. 

The roport by the Otfice for 
National Statistics, the Cancer 
Research Campaign and the 
London School of Hygione and 
Trapical Medicine was pro- 
duced at the end of April. It 
Shows that over 12,700 deaths 
from cancer would be avoided 
every year if all people shared 
the overall cancer survival rates 
of the most affluent. For those 
diagnosed between 1986 and 
1090, the richer were between 
5% and 16% more likely to be 
alive after five years than the 
‘most deprived, across 14 types 
ofadult cancers. 

Factors which have beea 
identified to explain this in- 
clude the rich having # better 
‘ist, being mofo likely to go to 
the doctor if they suspect some- 
thing is wrong, having easier 
access to hospital and “being 
more demanding in goneral wad 
in particular regarding being 
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seen and treated hy dedicatod 
Cancer specialists. There is a 
lack of cancer specialists and 
‘cancer centros in Britain. Tt 
fore the single most important 
factor in explaining these sur- 
vival rates is that the rich have 
preferential access to the lim- 
ited specialist care, 

Ganoor caro in Britain has 
boon under review since a report 
jn 1995 recommended ecorgani- 
sation into specialist units 
Research had shown that Brit 
ain’s survival rates were lngeing 
behind thase of other European 
countries with similar econo- 
mies. If survival rates in Britain 
‘equalled the EU average, 10,000, 
lives would be saved per year; if 
they equalled the best in Eurape, 
25,000 would be saved per year. 
Britain spends less than half as 
much on cancer drags as do 
France and Germany, 

However there is still a 
scarcity of cancer centres and 
specialists which means. that 
treatment by such specialists in 
dedicated centres is only avail- 
able to a privileged minority ~it 
ig the middle class which beno- 
fits. One in four women with 
breast cancer is still being 
treated by general surgeons in 
non-specialist units. Aq obser- 
ational study of the survival of 


ameneiment which 
families with childre 
voucher-systom_altoge 
still leave childless f 
‘without cash benofits, 
Meanwhile 
The Observer lame 
damental illiberalism’ of the Bill 
but ended: "We urge: these 
ing this wook ta continue to vote 
for Now Labour but it is 2 1 
ommeadation mach more q 
fied than the ane ww made t 
‘yours ago’. Strong stuff. ind 


Hypocrisy 

‘The temporary woleame it is 
forced to extend lo thase flesing, 
the Balkan war is an inconve- 
nience for the government and 
an indication, if one were 
ed, ofits y 
‘Today's refugees aro “welcomed! 
‘on the basis they 

Serbian attack. ant NATO bom 
ardent, while they 
Becing hath. But the 10,000 
Kosovans and ethnic: Albanians 
who came to Britain before the 
bombing began, sucking sanch 
ary from the Milosevie: regime, 
were treated! as parials, vilified 
fn the press, decided as “bogus 
fand-warehoused inthe worst 


3.786 women with breast cancer 
treated in the west of Scotland 
between January 1989 and June 
1988 found that, 16% more of 
speciol- 
were ali 


the women treated 
{at breast cancer wn 
after ten years than those treate 
by Further 
more. British doctors use 
agreator variety of treatment that 
doctors in other countries, are 
Jess likely to stick to protocols 
and tend to dolay implementing 
guidelines where 1 
study of women with ova 
cancer in Manchester show 
that less than half were receiv~ 
ig the best treatment os laid 


king time 
of @ maximum 48 hours per 
wook hi 

tors since its 
1993. A voluntary agreement of 
‘8 maximum 56 hours per week 


ff staff still work longer than 
this. The Labour Party hus just 
secretly proposed. with 
‘cussion, an increased li 


of 65 
hours per week for the next 


t years and 60 hours por 
week for the foll 

‘years. It is known 
umented that lang hours at work 
affect practice. The 1987 Cor 
dential Enquiry into eri 
operative Deaths (CEPOD) - 


Jack Straw ata photo-all with 2 Kosovan child 


ich could be found 
Seven thousand of 
applica 
um sitting in the 
he chaotic Lamar 


stark tath is: that the 
ent does want 
or asylam-sookers 


wg 2 one-sided, totali- 
ar. it as buen shamed iy 
open 2 inst ta 
1 amount uf responsi- 
bility fur Kesewwan refugees but is 
king extremely sure that this 
does net open the door ioanyone 
telse and that even that commit- 
remains as minimal as is 
For the moment, the 
refugees. 


will bo be 
those Kesavans who refuse 
um to their ravaged home- 

‘expect the sume treat 
any other asvlum-seek- 


report af voluntarily: reported 
deaths at or around the time of 
surgery -est sat the doc 
o's fat i con: 
tributary facto at 140 
deaths. Long, working hours are 
bad for patients. The Labour 
Forty has stoves that it 1s nol 

1s about offering adequate 


has threatene 
Their fight for 

jours and condi 

for better care for 

thase who use the NHS. Theit 
fight will being thom into con- 
‘with the Labour 

which is contin: 


Education notes 


Looking after No.1 


Refugees welcome here - Death of th 
but not at my child's school comprehensive school 

Recent news headlines high: Adding to the burden of poverty 
lighting the objection of Labour — is the disappearance of the com: 
MP Joromy Gorbyn to sending prebdhsive school where chil- 
his child to a selective school dren of all) backgrounds and 
are a simple case of the excep- abilities mix together ~ excopt 
tion proving the rule. ‘The Cac for the very rich. Schools that 
bya family debacle over Junior's offer good resources to compen- 
tilucation is a red herring: the sato for paverty and deprivation 
majority of Labour MPs and at home are boing replaced by 
their supporters art ever moro schools for tha poor where dis- 
determined to choose selective advantage is reproduced, The 
Schools for their young, Middle middle classes who rush to en: 
cass parents who live in gineor or buy educational privi- 
wealthy enclaves in the cities lege. including Tony Blair and 
tre refusing to send their chil- Harriet Harman of the Labour 
Gren tothe local secondary com- government, have claimed the 


pechensive schools and priv right to ‘do the best” for their 
fuaries attended hy refugees. children. ‘This *bost” is boing 
ethnic minorities und poor chil- achieved at the exponse of other 
dren from the Tocal nstates. people's children, The Labour 

party euntinues tw resource 
Estate agents’ bonanza schools in accordance with the 


Middlo-class parents will go far usual arrogant ruling class view 
in cheating to get their children that the working Glass must 
imo the favoured school. Decep- put up with over-crowding, 
tions include giving falso large classvs and too fow text 
addresses near the schnol, fake books. 


religious conversions for ent Islington to follow Hackney 
Tanee to ecligious foundations. privatisation 
Clsiming phoney family rela. Islington Local Education Auth~ 
tionships iichiding passing off ority has followed Hackney LEA 
onsins as brothers and sisters in failing Ofsted. No. surprise 
Df those already at the schoul. thers. Both authorities have 
‘Added to this is tutoring for bcon run by Labour parties 
selective examination entrance which have never supported 
Sr £35 an hour, renting tompa- their poor and strugeling com- 
ary rooms or driving children munitias. Now some of thelr ser- 
30 miles a day on the round —vicos are to bo privatised and, 
journey to school. Tho prices of no doubt at huge expense, con- 
Tomes near “desirable” schools —sultants have boon called in. But 
areatan alltime high and estale just what doos it mean to privay 
figonts aro making an extra for- tise an education authority? 
tune irom the hostility of tho How can profits bo made out of 
snide classes tothe children of selling education services? For 
the poor. tho small private school soctor 
the answer is clear, Parents 
Two nations smust pay up 0 £17,000 a year to 
New research shows that the buy the teaching, accommode 
polarisation between the educa tion and educational facilities 
Tonal achievemont of tho chil- their children require from a 
iron of middle-class paronts business that will make a profit 
and thase of the poor working on investing in the supply of 
‘lass including tho ethaic min- such commodities, Talk of ‘pri 
Deities has increased rapidly. vatising’ education servicos for 
Today 77% of pupils from pro the working class, howovor, is 
fessional and™ skilled back- merely ideological clap-tap, 
grounds gain at least five good Firms will bogiven the £1,8 mil- 
ECSEx while only 19% of chile ion school improvement ser- 
dren of unskilled workers vice in Hackney and parts of the 
acliove similar results £85 million Islinglon annual 
“Two conclusions art possi- education budget to run, Thy 
ble from this statistic. Firstly. must provide tho services and 
that whatever educational make a profi, tis a transfer of 
Changes have taken plice under wealth from the public. to the 
hoth Tory and Labour govora- private sector, a distribution 
ments they have benefited the from tho state to the business 
tietter off. Secondly, that friends of the Labour Party. It is 
increasing poverty is taking a no wonder that over a dozen 
{oll on the education of the organisations are jockeying to 
young poor. The recently pub- get their snouts inthe trough of 
Tished Josoph Rowntree survey — the education business. We may 
{april 1998) has noted a sharp be sure that many of the sume 
Fevinthenumberofchildren in useless personnel will transfer 
Dich conditions, According to a their well-paid services from 
focent Treasury Report a quarter borough ta firm with litle 
tf the entire population now change in their altitude to the: 
fives in poverly, which is thros provision ‘af schools. for the 
times a many people as 20 working class. 
years ago. Susan Davidson 


-News 


Devolution elections 


No power for the people 


sharo went to the Scottish 
National Party, with 35 soats 
‘They. like Plaid Cymru in 
Walls, will be pacified by com- 
fortable places in the partia- 
ment. Winnie Ewing, Madame 
Ecosse, is along with three other 
members of the clan, on a nice 
little carace as SNP’ Euro MP. 
Wostminstor MP and Scottish 
and the papers screamed MP. No neod for froe school 
about the reconvention of this moals for tho bairns in that fam 
parliament afler 300 years. ily 
From feudal ‘democracy’ fast- 
forward to capitalist ‘demo- 
cracy’ in a soundbite, leaving 
aside the inconvenient and 
undemocratic historical facts 
~such as the reality that 300 
years ago the vote in Scol- 
land was restricted to around 
4,000 landowning men which 
neatly excluded the majority 
of our ancestors and the peo- 
ple, Then, as today, the non- 
voters were the propertyless 
poor, set down in the inven- 
tories as serfs alongside cat- 
tle, ploughs and swords. 
‘The turnout in 1999 varied 
between 40.6% and 58.7%, On 
avorago 42% of people failed to 
paiticipate in this democratic 
oxercis 

No party received 1 majority 
share of the votes, heneg the 
dull horse-trading between 
Labour and tho Liberal Demo 
eats over sharing power. through defeat by Greens at 
Genteal to these sordid deals is local eloction polls in England 
the chief concern of the middle Not so the pathetic Dennis Can: 
classes to ease the financial av 
strain of sending and koeping in the balls by Blaie 
their kids at university by and excluded from tho party 
reducing or abolishing tuition list, stood as am Independent 
fees. Of 10 concern are the third Candidate for Laboor. trouncine 
of kids growing up in poverty in official Labour by 12.000 votes. 
Scotland Canavan is clearly touting for 

‘The Labour Party gained the tho job of Iefiy mascat ia 
Targest number of sats at 56 out Scotland, like Denais Skinner in 
ofa total of 129, The nest largust England. Canavan wept abaut 


Cymru vote jolts Labour 


not include levying taxes or 
making primary legislation 
(unlike Scotland). the annual 
houelget will be €7hn every year, 
Labour was counting on main- 
iaining Wales as its fiefdom: 
oven Peter Hain MP, the Blair 
loyalist who ran Labour's cam 
paige, complained af ‘compla 
ancy’. But the chief factors in 


Scotland 


(MICHAEL MACGREGOR 


On Thursday 6 May in a deaf- 
ening fanfare of media hype 
about history and democracy, 
voting for the Seattish parli 

ment took place. Radio, TV 


Robin Harper of the Green 
Party, who became an MSP 
through proportional represen 
tation, expressed a healthy and 
commendable distaste for the 
Labour Party, spoiling the ean 
sensus approach by rejoicing ia 


CLARE JOHNSON 


Just two years after coming to 
power at the General Elec- 
tion, the Labour Party failed 
to win an overall majority in 
the new Welsh Assembly: it 
holds 28 seats out of a total of 
60, with a 17% loss of votes. In 
a region it has long regarded 
as home ground, Labour 
now have to negotiate with 
the smaller parties in order to 
rule. 
Plaid Cymru, the Welsh ‘nation- 
alist’ party, moro than doubled 
its Genoral Election vote to win 
17 seats, and is now the main 
opposition party. ‘The Liboral 
‘Democrats won 6: the Conserva- 
tives 9. The mast significant fea 
ture of tho Assembly clections 
however, as with Scotland and 
the local elections in England, 
‘was the low turnout of just 46%. 
This did not stop all parties 
claiming a victory (as is usual 
with all elections these days) 
Welsh Labour leader Alun 
Michael adopted a new spin: 'It 
is important to remember that it 
is Labour government that has 
given Wales this opportunity 
and given a voting system 
which has allowed our appo- 
nentsto have seats inthe assom- for proportional representation. 
bly and a say in the assombly’, if the 40 constituencies hud 
Presumably Labour lost a lot of been decided on a simple first- 
seatsin order toachiove this! past-the-post basis. then Labour 
The Welsh Assombly will would have had a clear majority 
take over the powers of the old It would not, however, have hid 
Welsh Office. Whilst this will a leader. Alun Michael. B) 


Labour's poor showing were 
much more to do with disillu- 
sioned voters. Labour lost seats 
in its strongholds — even Neil 
Kinnock’s former constituency, 
Islwyn, was won by Plaid Gym- 
ru. Glenys Kinnock, MEP. more 
accurately warned of alienation 
amongst Labour voters ‘who felt 
the policies they wanted were 
not being delivered’ 

Ironically, in this Brst outing 


Nail bombs hit London 


(CAROL BRICKLEY 


Nail bombs exploded on three 
consecutive weekends in Lon- 
don during April. The bombs 
were targeted at London's eth 

nic minority and gay commu- 


principles and values “whi 
tused to think the Labour 


The clecti 
Socialist Party MSP is wnrtity of 
thune exist. 


‘disillusioned! Labour 
questionable. There is 
of a sucialist 


c hoiemls, packed with fi 
fh nails. was clearly inl 
& severe injuries. The 
e response of police 
to downplay any possible 
‘of the poorer 
soctions of the working 


is the uncomfortabl 
afior years of saa 
cots in jobs. 

took all nine const ri 
in Glasgow and 74 0 
council seats, Still con 
‘work to be done, then. 

{In Dundloe, the Labour 
cillors mast closely assne 
with school closures they 
ago booted out of 


fill Dy 


nd services. activists 
In reality.at such a 


mo, with Brix 


5 which did! ot 
The SSP's 


speeches in 1 
mention th 
lection. broa 


to mentio 
af Sorbia 

mmonstrably undiermi 
lism, comea 


— 
ples are princi 


parvonu First Secretary. 0 
‘eal as a top-up candidat 
Welsh Labour Party has been 
Fiven by internecine disputes 
since the former Welsh Mini 
ster, Ron Davies, was forex 
by scandal. The 


GEMMA SHANKLIN 


On Saturday #8 November 
following a ‘serious 
five prisoners in 
Parkhurst prison. all of 
whom were black or Irish, 
were moved to the segrega- 
and a police investi- 
galion ensued. The prisoners, 
Darren Nash, Patrick Petrie, 
Michael Trevors, Tommy 
O'Rourke and Robert Kakoo, 
were charged with GBH and 
ABH on prison officers and 
violent disorder. 
“Their trial began on 15 March. 
cviral of therm faced suitomatic 
es if convicted of 
were surp: 


Davies 
's Blair 
nsf 


ite coterie. and supper 
Rhodri Margan, who wi 


MPs who voted for Blair's 
choice. Plaid Cymru claimed 
the election as a victory and cor 
tainly strengthened its pas 
Whether its radical pretensions 

ill live up to expectations, 
however, is debatable. Plaid 
Cymru kept the Callaghan gow- 
ernment in power at the end of 


plead guilty to violent disorder 


tions during the Assembly cam- | and we will drop the more seri- 
paiga. Haw these disparate | ous charges. But the 
‘oloments will rule for dito show: that 
speculation. id up to caver 
What is cloar is that the | up brutality at the prison and 


Welsh Assembly could casily 
became vot another gravy tra 


the aff 


of this. Welsh Labour cnuncibs 
have a Tong history of hack- 


vestigated by 
ng an alega 


ed for dealing drugs to pri 
£98,000. Th ners 


account for ‘vatera 


Prison olf 


er after prison 


munities and police began to 
take such a prospect seriously, 
warning that thore might be fur 
thor attacks, Right-wing. groups 
ayaia claimed the bombs. The 
White Wolves was considered 
the most likely group. sinox 
Gombat 18 svas said a be rd 
dled with informers, and. most 
conveniently, the White Wolves 
swore sail Yo have Tinks with “the 
Ser! 

“The: worst casualties resulted 
from the bornb which explediod 
on the following Friday, 30 

il, at 8.37pm in a crowded 

in Old Compton Street, 
Soho, The bomb was targeted at 
the gay community. Thee poo 
ple died. including « pregnant 
oman, ai more than 70 were 
injured, many very serionsly. 
There could be m0 doubt now 
thar the bombs were aimed at 
groups hated hy fascists: black 
people and gay people, Even the 
police by now recognised this, 

“The response of the gay com- 
munity was anger and defunce, 

her with representatives of 
the black and) Asian enoumuni- 
fies, commemorations for the 
dead and injurod were tld 

arly in the following wook, a 

ounng engineer living in amp 
shire was arrested and charged 
‘with the bombings, The police 
wore very proud af their sic 
cessful investigation and quick 
iy announced that the person 


‘The Soho bar where anailbomb killed three people and injured more than 70, 


Parkhurst prisoners acquitted 


officer gave evidence that the 
dofondants had boon involved 
in brutal assaults on. thei cnt 
sors ane, while in theie orig 
nal statements to the police they 
had not known sho to name as 
the assailants, they had mo hesi- 
tation in naming names during 
the trial, Although medica 
donee showed that the injuries 
had been relatively minor bruis- 
ng and cut lips. one of thi 
timis’ elaine he had sustained a 
‘swollen brain’ and described a 
virtual bloodha 

Ofcourse, they did not all get 
their stories straight and some 
prison staff said that they: wore 
concerned when three naked 
prisoners were brought into Al- 
bany prison under control and 

aint (C&R) on 9 November, 
and that one of the defendants 
was bleeding from a head 
wound and anothor had @ cut 
above his oye. 

All five prisoners gave evi- 
dence. They described an ardi- 
nary Saturday until late after- 
noon when one of them was 
‘walking towards the wing-office 
and an offices whacked him 
across the back of the head with 
hhis walkio-talkie. The prisoner 
fell to tho ground but others, 
shocked and angered by: the 
unprovoked attack, surged. to- 
wards the officer and punched 


arrested “had no connections 
with any right wing group’ and 
had actod ontirely on his own. 
Given the nature of the bomb 
gots this is unlikely and will 
have to be proved 
Jn the wake of these bombs it 
‘as uncetstandable that people 
who were angry and frightened 
called on the government to ban 
violent right-wing groups. The 
siohution to the threat of racism, 
however, is not going to be so 
simple, Such hans are unlikely 
to be successful in stamping out 
racist violence: such groups will 
just profiforate, More. impor 
tantly the government and the 
police are fundamentally racist 
themselves, The power to ban 
onganisations will more readily 
he usod against Teft_or black 
groups who choose to ight back. 
Every rupressive law’ through 
tout history has been used in this 
way, and not to defeat racists or 
fascists, There aro real lessons to 
be foarned! from tho experience 
af the Lawrence family beyond 
the bland acceptance that insti- 
futionalised! racism exists, Sim- 
ply accepting its existence does 
not make it go away. The fight 
against racism and fascism will 
take place on the streets and in 
the working class communities 
which aro its wargets, not by arm 
ingan authoritarian government 
and police force with more 
entsofrepression, i 


and kicked him and two other 
fficers who got in the way. 

‘The injured prisoner tried to 
return to his cell on the “threes! 
Tancling. Ho made it to the 

‘where some other pris 
ners who had been watching 
attended to. his wound. The 
door from the segregation block 
then burst open and this group 
of prisoners, who bocamo: tho 
dofondants, were confronted by 
a mob of angry prison officors 
with their batons drawn. The 
prisoners prepared to defend 
thomselves and stated that one 
of them had been assaulted by 
an officer, Once they had. re- 
ceived assurances about their 
safoty, the prisoness calmly 
walked to the block, 

Tho next morning three were 
confronted by large C&R squads, 
stripped totally naked and taken 
to Albany. The other two were 
Joft in strip-colls for the next 
three weeks, over which time 
y wore physically assaulted 
andl their food was thrown at 
them so they were forced to eat 
it from the floor. 
jury spent much of the 

ng. at tho prosocution 
witnesses in disbelief. After 
rotiring for little over an hour 


‘in 5 May, they camo back with 
not guilty verdicts on all 20 
charges, . 
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News: 


Fight poverty pay! 


ALLANHOPE 


23 May marked two years 
since the sacking of Nigel 
Cook and the start of the cam- 
paign for his reinstatement. 
‘As we go to press M&S Pack 
aging (Blackburn) Ltd is still 
using casual labour to pack 
Ds for PolyGram. Conditions 
at M&S have changed very lit- 
le with many workers still 
employed on an hourly basis 
and still having to stand 
up throughout their shifts 
Closed-circuit cameras con- 
‘tinue to monitor the workers’ 
every move and wages are 
still appallingly low. The in- 
troduction of the minimum 
wage has had virtually no 
effect on wages: many of the 
casual workers are school 
leavers and college students 
on £3 an hour for days; just a 
handful of over 22-vear-olds 
receive the derisory minimum 
of £3.60 an hour. The night 
shift rate remains the same at 
£4 an hour, 
Strangely, after all this time 
MBS is still in administration. 
This allaws a virtually bankrupt 
company to continue trading 
Tho owners can nmass. their 
profits and at tho samo time be 
texempt from having logal action 
brought against thom by thei 
mployees at industrial trib 
nals, It was pracisely this Law, 
the 1986 Insolvency Act soction 
11(9)d, that allowed "M&S fo 
sack Nigel for organising w (rade 
‘he Transport and General 
Workers Union (T&G), which 
Jnstructed Nigel to start organs 
jng the union at M&S, soon left 
him to fond for himself. Aftwr 
the initial legal hearings jt with 
drew all legal support and 
demanded that he agree to pay 
all future legal costs if the T&G 
was to continue representing 
him. To dato tho TRG is still 
rofusing to pay Nigel his victim- 
isation benefit, which he was 
promised and guaranteed by the 
union. rulebook, Bill Morris, 
TAG General Secretary, will not 
givea reason for this decision. 
The T&G has now initiated 
disciplinary procedures against 
Nigol on trumped-up charges of 
harassing mombers of (T&G) 


staff. This accusation was only 
made in March 1999 followinga 
protest organised by the RNCC 
atthe reginnal offices of the T&G 
in Manchester in November 
1998, calling for victimisation 
benefit to be paid. It is conve- 
nient to throw Nigel out of the 
uunion now because M&S is due 
ta.come aut of administration in 
July, and the T&G is on record as 
saying they would pursue tho 
‘case to industrial tribural when 
that happened 

‘The RNC has never boon 
solely about one man being 
unfairly sacked. It has always 
been part of the much broader 
strugglo against the ongoing 
attacks on workers’ rights, the 
increasing use of casual labour 
and poverty pay. In the two 
Yyoars ofits existence the RNCC 
thas proved that it will be those 


who are directly affected who 
will be inthe forefront of any 
effective fightback against in- 
creasing poverty. And in the 
‘course of fahting back. they will 
have ta confront and challenge 
the Labour Party and the limited 
~and at times reactionary — role 
played by the trade unions and 
also those groups on the leit 
‘who defend them. 

Labour was elected t@ make 
British. capital more profitable. 
To do so it has to ensure that 
there is a flexible, low paid and 
disciplined sworkforce. Using 
the aries’ Jobseeker’s Allow: 
ance and its own New Deal 
scheme, Labour has created 


where the 
ployed and other claimants are 
being. pushed into lovs-paid, 
casual jobs under theeat of has 
ing their benefits stoppod. 
Labour's minimum wage has 
institutionalised poverty pa 
Margaret Prosser of tho TSG has 
declared that ‘we accept that the 
flexible labour market is hero 10 
slay’. The RNCC has always 
argued that the fight for workers 
rights is insoparable from the 
fight against the atlacks on the 
unemployed, lone parents and 
the sick and disabled. 

With limited resources, the 
NGC has attempted to support 
other workers in struggle and 
has shared platforms with the 
sacked Liverpool Dockers and 
the Tameside Carors We ong 
ised the pickot of the 1996 Bri 
Awards to highlight the “down 


the multinational PolyGra 
held a national demonstr 
tho PolyGram plant in Black: 
burn where they use the sweat- 
shop, M&S Packaging, to pack 


at 


their CDs. Pol used 
mounted police and doghand- 
less in an attempt to break up 
our demonstration. The RNC 
has campaigned against the role 
of the Employment Services in 
policing the unemployed and 
monitored how they try_ and 
push claimants onto New Deal. 
We have occupied the Jobcontre 
to publicise bow the ut 

played and low-paid are 
ploited. We also confronted Jack 


Straw during his town centre 
‘shout-about’ and disrupted his 
lecture at the Prison Reform 
has supported 
tho Streets and 
other anti-road/eavironmental 
protests. We were also involved 
in the occupation of Shoreham 
Docks arganised by the Simon 

Jones Memorial campaign. 
of our activities 
have been covered by local and 
nal newspapers, radio and. 
TY, the lof press has totally 
ignored the RNCC. Particular! 
the SWP. which has refused to 
set involved with the campaign 
nl whose Blackburn members 
actually hissed and boord at 
RNOC campaigners, Red Action 
mocked and attacked the RNCC 
nv their October 1998 issue. 
oving themselves no better 
than the Blackbarn Labour Party 
which has continually publicly 
ad tried to undermine 

campaign. 

RNCC supporters regularly 
sand 
stalls in 
respanse is 
to the 
climate many 
people dis not fool they can do 
anything. Thocampaign's news- 
Fighting Poverty Poy'. 
jives us the opportunity to 
break down this sense of isola- 
tion and apathy. At a recent 
campaign mecting it was ngrood 
Nigel 


nance as it did in the begin- 
ning, although the aims of the 
campaign are as much of a live 
issue as before, ifnot more so. 
Therefore the campaign will 
ow continue under the slogan 
Fight Poverty Pay? We believe 
that the continued work of the 
contribution to 
ing of a political mave- 
Fopeosents the inter- 
sections of the work- 
ing class. It is clear from our 
experiences aver the last two 
years that a Labour Party that 
legislates for poverty pay and a 
trade union movement that 
accepts Hexibility” can never 
become fighting forces for 
change. They av part of the 
problem and have 
Fight Poverty Pay! End 


Elections in Israel 


TREVOR RAYNE 


Ehud Barak’s coalition One 
Israel victory in the 17 May 
‘lections changes little for the 
suffering Palestinian people. 
Hopes that the stalled Middle 
East ‘Peace Process’ will 
revive, show the frustration of 
the US government with 
Benjamin Netanyahu's Likud 
-led coalition. This coalition 
was dependent on religious 
parties that prevented it 
adequately exploiting the 
‘weakness of the Palestinians’ 
position under Arafat's Pales- 
tinian Authority leadership 
and the readiness of Syria to 
‘compromise with imperial- 
Netanyahu's coalition collapsed 
over the transfer of 2% of the 
West Bank to Palestinians, iat 
even the miserable 13% eavis- 
aged in the October 1998 Wye 
Accords. which Arafat had 
signed up to. Implementation of 
the Accords was frozen. Neta 
nyahw's government was mired 
in desertions and corruption 
Electoral opposition to Netan- 
yahu and Likud included four 
of his formor ministers, Two for 
‘mee ministers are under crim 
‘nal investigation and the leader 
of one af Netanyahu's coalition 
parties has boon. sentenced to 
four years’ imprisonment for 
fraud and obstruction of justice. 
Netanyahu's government was 
aia embarrassment and abstrucs 
tion, 

Barak's campaign was ad- 
vised by James Carville, the US 
‘spin doctor’ previously _em- 
ployed by Bill Clinton, Tony 
Blair and Gerhard 
Consequently, the formula of 
honeyed words and no sub- 
stance was familiar. Barak vow 
ei to make peace with the 
Palestinians, Lebanon and Syria. 

Assad’s expulsion of Kur 
distan Workers’ Party (PKK) 
leader Abdullah Ocalan in 
October last year demonstrated 
his willingness to. deal with 
imperialism, and tsracl_may 
bolinve it can leave southorn 
Lebanon, which it has occupied 

ince 1978, to Lebanon and 
Syria to police. This may be part 
of the price for an Israoli with 
drawal from the Golan Hoights, 


which Israel took from Syria in 
1968 
For the Palestinians there 


will be more humiliation 
Former chietof-staff Barak hs 
never said he will implement 
the Wye Accords. He has said 
thet Palestinians will never 
estiblish a capital in any part of 
Jerusalem, He has made na com- 
‘mitment on handling land back 
{u Palestinians or on ending 30 
nos Zionist settlements under 
onstruction. He has said that 
Israel would not withdraw to 
the pre-1967- war boundaries 
and that Zionist settlers on the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
should remain under tsraeli 
sovereignty 

‘Arafat and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation leader 
ship are looking tothe USA and 
Europe for help in exchange for 
controlling the Palestinian. peo: 
pile’s strugale. Arafat accepted 
US advice not to make the 
promised declaration of an 
independent Palestininn state 
fon 4 May, in doference to the 
Iscaeli elections. ifthe PLO ean- 
rot cone up with something 
and if the Zionist settlement 
progamme is ot stopped, the 
Palostinian masses. will revalt 
and challenge the PLO's control 
of them, As many Palestinians 
are refugees as were on the elec- 
tural soll in Isao’ elections ~ 
over four million, Tho sohution 
to their problem is the ond of 
the Zionist state which Arafat 
recognises. . 


Voter pleasing? Porter 
wins in Appeal Court 
Former leader of Tory West- 
minster Council. Dame Shirley 
Porter, won the latest round in a 
court battle over gerrymander- 
ing, ‘The appeal court decided 
by a majority of two to one to 
dismiss the £27 million sur- 
charge that Porter and her 
deputy faced as a result of the 
homes for votes’ scandal. Tho 
rattor will nove go to the House 
of Lords, 

Porter is notorious for the 
salo of three local cemeteries for 
1sp, including very valuable 
building land which was. very 
quickly developed by the Pana- 
manian purchasors. Westmin- 
ster council tax payers had to 
cough up £4.2m to buy back the 
cemeteries. Porter and her cron- 
ies wore eventually caught out 
‘when they manipulated council 
house sales in order to boost 
their vote in. local elections. 
Council dwellings in eight mar- 


ginal wards were sold off at 
enormous discounts to almost 
‘anyone who could olaim a link 
with Westminster, The expect 
tion was that home owners 
would be more likely to vote 
Tory. Meanwhile the homeless 
‘weru shipped out to Labour bar- 
oughs and tenants in sub-stan- 
dard accommodation could 
whistle ~ they were more likely 
to vote Labour. This was gerry- 
mandering by any standards and 
at an earlier hearing the High 
‘Court, supporting District Audi- 
tor Magill’s decision to. sur- 
charge, branded Porter a liar 
‘The Appeal Court, however, 
docided that "Voter-pleasing de- 
cisions are lawful...even if one 
cf the motivating factors in the 
minds af councillors who vole 
for thom is the desire to be re- 
lected.’ Relying on the fact that 
Porter et al had taken legal 
advice before acting, the court 
hhas opened the door for council 
crookery. If the Appeal Court 
decision holds, local council- 
lors will be able to ignore thoir 
legal duties to one set of voters 
in order to satisfy the demands 
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of their awn supporters. Tesco 
heiress Porter, law-abiding 
British subject to the end, bas 
transferred her considerat 

personal assets abroad and now 
lives in Palm Springs and Israel, 


Make the poor pay 

Labour has once again chosen to 
attack the least privileged and 
poorest section of the popula- 
tion in its latest round of ‘wel- 
fare reforms’, Soon after they 
came to power their targets were 
lone parents. The victims this 
time are disabled people depen- 
dont on incapacity benefit. 1 
Labour gets its way, disabled 


people will only be eligible for 
incapacity benefit if they have 
worked during the provious two 
years and the benefit will be 
ruthlessly micanstested at the 
equivalent of a 30% tax rate, 
Labour argues thot it is simply 
targeting benefits on those most 
In reality they are mak- 
joorest people pay and 
censtring that their middle class 
‘voters benefit from low taxes. 


More GM spin 

The Labour government's un- 
critical support for GM foods 
hhas bogun (a look like skating on 
thin ice. Supermarket after 
supermarket has bowed to con- 
sumer demands to remove GM 
ingredients and for labelling. It 
has now become clear that the 
cffects that GM crops may have 
‘on the environment and biodi- 
versity have newer boon given 
serious consideration by either 
the biotech industry or the 
Labour government and evi- 
dence has emerged that pollen 
from GM maize kills monarch 
butterflies ia the USA. None- 
theless, like Star Wars’ Evil 


Empire, the government is 
dotermined to strike back. An 
anonymous group of scientists 
under the auspices of the Royal 
Society claim to have discred- 
ited Dr Pusztai's research into 
GM. potatoes which revealed 
alarming side effects in. rats. 
Cabinet Darth Vader, John Cun- 
ningham, has announced two 
new commissions to monitor 
GM food safety and proclaimed, 
‘once more, that GM foods are 
‘entirely safe’. Anyone with 
knowledge of the methods of the 
biotech multinationals, who 
routinely subvert such bodies, 
will he asking who were the six 


anonymous scientists, who are 
the new GM food commission- 
zs, and, mast important, who 
ane they really working for? 

‘The government is nov goar- 
ing itself to counteract its erit- 
ics, It will be interesting to hear 
‘what spin can transforin tormi- 
nator technology and increased 
uso of herbicites into progress 
for humanity 


The cricket test 
British officials in India, Bangle 
desh and Sri Lanka have sub- 
jected cricket fans applying for 
visas to travel to Britain for tho 
World Cup to up to 40 minutes’ 
questioning on cricket. Ques- 
tions included: ‘Who captained 
Sri Lanka when they last won 
the World Cup?’, “What doos 
Ibw stand. for?” and ‘What are 
the umpire’s signals for a four 
and a six?” Fans from New 
Zealand, Australia and South 
‘Africa have only been. askod if 
they have a valid return ticket 
So much for the World Cup's 
publicity with its camival om- 
phasis on ‘ialticultural Britain’ 
and racial harmony. . 


:News 


Terror in East Timor with 7,038 combat troops still in destined far Indonesia, ‘The sale 
becopation uf water cannons and machine 
What-then.istheresponseof guns his continued unabated 
the west. with its newfound Hotweea May 1997, whon For 
hhomanitarian foreign policy? It cign Secretary Robin Cook 
isthe same as it was during the unnounced his ‘ethical mission 
1973, invasion, whon 60.000 statement” on arms sales and 
opie were rounded up and January 1999, the Labour gox- 
Sloughtored in three months: tho ormment approved a total of B¢ 
Zame as when sickening reports export. licences for arms to 
of torture in East Timor on a Indonesia, 
mass scale by the military bogan In addition, after last year’s 
fo seep out the same as it has economic. turmoil and. social 
been for the last 23 years ae Unrest in Indonosa, the impesi- 
ipwards of 200,000 people —a_alists are oon nt to. rock the 
thin! of the population of East boat” bofore Indonesia's frst 
Timor — have been systemati- democratic gonoral election in 
cally wiped out. They have not 40 yeats on 7 june, US Assistant 
justtailed wack but havearmed Secrotary af State Stanley Roth 
hd supported these indonesian visiting Jakarta, made it clase 


overwhelmingly rejected by the 
CATWENER vast majority of East Timorese. 
‘The campaign of terror waged This is why throughout Apel 
in East Timor over the past and May the death squads, 
few months by pro-Jakarta armed and supported by the 
jaramilitaries exposes the Indonesian military. have mas- 
jollowness of Indonesia's sacred over 100 people. Torture, 
apparent. maves towards threats, kidnappings, the burn- 
granting the territory inde- ing and destruction of houses 
pendence. The aim is to inti- and churches are commonplace. 
midate the East Timorese Doctors roport daily cases of 
population into accepting casualties with bullet and mach: 
Indonesia's proposals for ote wounds. While the Indo 
‘autonomy’ in a referendum nesian government distances 
tobe held on 5 August, itsolf from these groups, saying 

Tn January Indonesian Pro- it cannot be held responsible for 


sidont Bj Habibie offered the tho actions of ‘patriots, the marderers. overvthing would be left in the 
poople of East ‘Timor a roforen- truth fs that its army is actively Most of Indonesia's arms hands of tho UNe ‘It wauld be 
dum on autonomy, with the participating in the repression. come from Britain ~ Hawk inappropriate to interfere at this 


ground attack aircraft, Sea Wolf time." Cue Dorck Patchett, late 
and Rapier surface-to-vir mis- British Fonvign Office Minister 
siles. Tribal class frigates, of State, assuring us that he 
* Marconi andl oltre batilafeld would ‘remind the Indonesians 
communications equipment, ar- that they have to tike an oven 
‘boon fighting for for 2 years. An fortes commander monred vehicles, Tactica riot hand.” In other words, business 
agreement on this was signed Wiranlo flew into East Tiron control vohicles and a fully: as usual. Imporialism’s shame 
between Portugal, the former capital, Dili, to appeal for peace equipped Institute of Tochnos ful record on East ‘Timor makes 
colonial power, and Indonesia between ‘warring factions pression: ng on tho ground. logy for the Indonesian Army, it blindingly clear that it cares 
(on 5 May. In the agfooment, ‘Militia rankand file were out in ‘Right now, in Liquira, where fre all Indonesian special farces — nothing for “humanitarian con- 
Indonesia makes it clear that the force, terrorising unyone they many people were slaughtered and Kopassus — patrol East Timor cerns’ but only its. strategic 
acceptance of special aulon- suspected of opposing integra- recently, there is a concentra- forced to got into formation and with automatic. weapons sup- interests and the vast profits of 
‘omy, on 2 constitution drawn tion with Indonesia...1 passed Singing the Indonesian plied hy British Aerospace and arms-mongering. For the Bast 
up by the United Nations on al least 50 paramilitaries armed then. The soldiers are trained by the SAS. Timorese, hupe les not in the 
Todonesia's terms and un which with rifles. machetes or iron up poapl Je. do all Kinds of Continuing tho fine tradition duplicitous assurances of west 
tho peaple of East Timor were at bors, threatening anyone wha villages and sending then started by David Owen, Labour rn politicians but in heeding 
no stage consulted, would sig- tried to drive by them. Police campand burning alt ABR| stoged for Faroigh Secnitary in 1978, ho the call of their imprisaned lib- 
hify full recognitian of and soldiers made no effort to ig was burn ‘eoational suid the Grst Hawk jets to eration leader, Jose ‘Xanana’ 
Indonesian soversignty over stop the menacing behaviour.” ia what it said was a with- Indonesia, Now Labour decided Gusmao, not to lay down their 
East Timor, ‘There is nb oubt A US doctor working in East Tiel of 1.000 troops. it real. it would’ be ‘impractical’ to arms bot to comtinue the strug- 
that such an offer would be ‘Timor described military rv ity, levels rer ed, rovuke licences for 16 Hawks — gle for independence. : 


promise that, if it were rejected, as it has done since Indonesia's 
the Indonesian Poople’s Con’ brutal invasion in 1975. Guar: 
sultative Assembly would vote dian journalist john Aglionby 
ton giving East Timor the full reported at the beginning of 
independence its people have May, whon Indonesian armed 
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" distaste for its ievalvomt in. warkevoriited pale pay 
the DRC, the allies (Zimbabwe, The NCG set up, the National 
imbabwe in May Beit les (ato ie ey 
Rela umn daciding ta pure a eanalder ‘hat rode ara 
ue the war-sooryetally ae: wooded pecan eng te 
tile flons a pea fecborng. Present is f otic, The 
i ees ta fa nape to the nvadeed™ geernmore Bas ot up ae om 
deg. delaying tactics during negotia- Constitutional Commission (CC). 
Mt. which har under. ons: Bomb alas eo Come, user the yuldenoe of gover: 
ipply Zittabnen wath Unexpectaly Killing hundreds noel inter, Zvobgo, “AL 
rehcateesemtewillteing of the enemy. fave boon though aneieds the. © NCA 
Zimbabwe she was a ZANU Mouse than Mickey. It already roy about handing it over launched with a push to the ductined to join. As three-quar- 
MP, but was oulmanoeuvred bas 9 couple of seats in ast Zim- ters of the GC are ZANU func 
from her candidacy in the Parliament representing Mani- owned oil wepupers say it is being babweSZ500m suf tionaries, itis a nubher stamp for 
ZANU pripariesby the appa. caland consitencies. It ld athe are morte Tradtenaly the Zimbabwe Mugabe, Some menibory of the 
ratchiks. So she stood as an by Edgar Tekere, who, singu- with that Zimis Congress of Trade Unions NCA have defected to the 
independent and lost. Taking larly devoid of illusions and a fects fs have boon (ZCTU) has been apolitical, Gonstitutionat Gammission. 
the result to court she showed brilliant political analyst, was Following last year's suonessful May Day is an official holi- 
that it was rigged and it was once the general socretary of general strikes amd the failure of day here. The ZCTU held a 
overthrown, Sep won the em. ZANU IPE) bal was throw out Saimoqweat eopatatons. with. dozan wollattanded May Day 
suing by-election, becoming for publicly dexouncing the chi government and employers, this mectings up and down tho 
Sno of the tiny handial of conor in which leads Pear thay calle fora eas say country envrocic a runing 
independents in Parliament, (end ar») engaged. Manicaland away as a response to high infla- conference fur the new political 
Now that the next election is a hothe tion. Ms «1 invoked the Pre- party in June, This was greeted 
2000 fs foaming. she bas be Splimorad Sdtalut Podaes Trenganey leak wmoetons kept 
come the leader of the Democratic Measures) Act prohibiting mass Morgan Tswangiral said that the 


SRT Mouse partios has appeared on 20% ‘The prices of bea 
SAMSON ___ jh pre-electoral political scene 

Margaret Dongo MP has char- Early on the Zimbabwe Unity 
isma and initiative, Before the Movement (ZUM) appeared 
last general election in _miousolike, but morolike Mighty 


inable delays. Same) east, This war has 


‘of dissension, 
ZUM is the 
ry (DP), now Jed 


Zimbabwe Union of Demo- by Warayayi Zemho, the owner strike actiun. This ban is due ty political leadership of ZAN! 
cats (ZUD), ZUD hax joined of the Foundation Colles of expize soon. andl the Act does was not welcome at any of thes 
the Democratic Union of Af Commerce in Harare. tt operates not permit a renewal for six meetings. The new party, fac 
rica, to which the New more than ton offices country montts, Parliament is engaged tated by the ZCTU. is to be 
Nationalist Party in South wide. It stands Zor 2 mars=l in promulgating legislation to strongund beoarl-based po 


Africa, the inheritors of the — econaniy. private ownership of gotaround this. movement aimod at oustine 
mantle of apartheid, and property, and free enterprise. su Roalising iat Us leadership ZANU. ‘The standard of living 
Renamo, a terror band origi- we can see how principled its would hy incapacitated by has bocomy pilitical: she ont 
nally set up by the Smith aims foremocracy are arrest. the ZCTU called off the way forward, i& a democrat 
regime to destabilise Mozam- _ Meanivhile tho party led & tas action. Instead it pursuod alternative t0 prevant present 


mpsign through the usu 
egotiatory channels for co According to a South African 
of living increase of 20%. Some report, the Conflict Prevention 
employers failed ta carry this Network is advocating that, in 
fut so the ZGTL called fara sit~ the event of a military coup top. 
in on 22 May. The effect on pling Mugabe, SADC forces 
tardy employers was sa salutory should intervene to restore civil 


government practices 


biquo during the liberation Professor Austin Chakaodza has 
war, are affliated, along with changed its name from the Front 
other national organisations for Popular Democracy to th 
equally unsavoury. In turn Popular Democratic Front. W 
the DUA is affiliated to the need not bother with acronyms, 
International Union of Demo- It soem to be qui 
rats, whose founding mem- academics each to form his own 
bers include Mrs Thatcher, political party. There are others. that the sitin has hoon post- government. I think that this is 
currently vehemently defend- The econiomy continues in its poned indefinitely. The ZCTU quite unlikely, but it would 
ing the democratic rights of difficulties. The Reserve Bank  PresidentRobert Mugabe also realised tong aga that it really exacerbate confict. Such 
Chilean butcher General (the local central bank} has ‘would have to get involved ia spark might ignite. prairie fire 
Pinochet, They all are dedi- raised the bank rate to 46%. thegovernment. The Ministry of to talks in Washington. But.tiko the political procoss. that would 
caled to loud lip-service to Interest rates are up tn 50%. but Fureiga Affairs has cx itissimply not Last February the ZGTU farion Island, In 
their notions ofdemocracy. the government has imposed a 2 divided on attonded the National Constitu- Zimbabwe a situation akin to 
T think that Ms Dongo has shot withholding tax of 325% on ‘wanting to tional Convention (NCC) along the Fobruary Revolution might 
hersolf in the foot to such vffect interest income. Inflation is run- Zimbabwe a IMF. Mugabe has with 30 other organisations: then atisa. Sa not merely roll on 
that she will be lost, footless in ningot 53.8% and js expectedto diplomatic bags. Studeats aro been foChinaand may getfunds NGOs, grassraots and profes- Juno but also, in a differant 
the wilderness peak at 60%, I dan't soe a peak _ still demonstrating against cam- from the Chinest instead. sional organisations. was context, October. Goodbye to 

‘A. collection of “Mickey in sight. Sugar has gone up by "pletely inadquate grants. Six- Despite widespread local tasked with the sotting up af a May. : 
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editorial 


Break with Labour 


‘demanded to know where Labour would make a difference if they 
‘were to replace the reviled Tories. We said Labour ‘will retain and 
extend all the repressive legislation that has been passed over the last 
17 years. The absence of significant internal divisions, the insignificant 
left wing, and the removal of any inner-party democracy means itis far 

better placed than the Tories to mount a concerted attack on state 
welfare spending. It will continue with a bipartisan foreign policy and 
will maintain its support for the Loyalist ascendancy. It wil retain all 
existing immigration controls. It wll not repeal either the Asylum Act nor 
the Jobseeker's Allowance, in factiit will be more oppressive, more 
racist, more anti-working class than the Tory government itis almost 
certain to replace’ (Editorial: Don’t vote for Labour, Fight Racism! Fight 
Imperialism! No 135, February/March 1997) 


Time has proved us right. At the same time as Labour is directing a 
blitzkrieg against the former Yugoslavia, itis forcing through cuts in 
disability benefits and railroading through even more draconian asylum 
legislation than it inherited from the Tories. Its relentless targeting of the 
poor and oppressed in Britain exposes the fraudulent humanitarianism 
with which its cloaks its pursuit of British and US imperialist ambitions 
in the Balkans. Labour's willingness to support the US drive to reassert 
its domination of Europe is matched by its determination to ensure that 
British imperialism achieves a position as the pre-eminent power within 
the European imperialist pack. With Middle East oil production set to rise 
from 41% of the world total to 65% over the next 20 years, control of the 
surrounding region will assume even greater importance as the major 
imperialist powers jockey for position. Russia is to be driven back and 
China contained, in a world order characterised by intensifying inter- 
imperialist rivalries, 


Labour is the voice of contemporary British imperialism. itunderstands 
that the key to social stability lies in sustaining the privileged conditions 
of as large a section of the middle class and upper working class as 
possible, This means Labour has to ensure the preservation of Britain's 
position as the second imperialist power in the world. Hence Labour is 
serving a warning in Yugostavia: it will pound into submission any 
resistance to British imperialism's interests. As economic crisis 
threatens financial collapse, such military actions will become the norm 
Labour is also serving a warning to other European imperialist powers 
that they should not presume to undermine Britain's positions either. 


The continuing privilege of the middle class and upper working class 
also depends on the continuing transfer of wealth from the poor to the 
rich that started in the 1980s. The intensifying attack on state welfare is 
‘crucial to this in thatt minimises the financial burden the poor may 
place on the wealthy and better-off. Repressive legislation is a necessary 
accompaniment, to deal with any rebellion by those who have less and 
less to lose. It is therefore no surprise to socialists that Labour is 
attacking the working class at home at the same time as it is bombing 
working class people in Yugostavia. 


In these conditions, those who do not condemn Labour condone it. Left 
Labour MPs want it both ways: they want to have an easy conscience 
whilst retaining their positions of status and privilege. Meanwhile the 
left outside the Labour Party participates uncritically in this spectacle. 
They see courage in hypocrisy because they themselves have 
capiiated i Labour and imperialism. There can be no serious 
mowemest aganst De war utiess ¢ s agaist Srtish imperialism. There 
cat be wo Sees Mowat agers Bose mmpersiise afiess it breaks 
wet De sory eet SS oes - Leer That 5 De message 
te Soe 
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background 


imperialist intervention in the 
Balkans is not new. History 
shows us that the Balkans have 
been a battloground for the 
Great Powers since the dawn of 
modern imperialism. At various 
times since the mid-nineteenth cen- 
tury, each of the Balkan nations has 
sought to ally itself with one or other 
of the imperialist nations. either to 
bolster the claims of one ruling class 
against another. or to suppress rebel- 
f the oppressed. This charac- 
‘of the local ruling classes — 
their weakness, their dependency on 
imperialism — means that they have 
been willing pawns in the hands of 
competing imperialist interests and 
that, as.a consequence, their national 
demands have always involved the 
subjugation of other nationalities 
within the region. 

However, there is a different form 
of nationalism, a revolutionary. ant 
imperialist nationalism, 
expresses the interests of the work 
ing class and the oppressed. Such 
nationalism links the struggle for 
national liberation with that for 
social liberation, the challenge to 
imperialism with the challenge to its 
local agents, It fights against any 
national exclusivity, on the basis that 
jons have equal 
ticular. equal rights 

n. Such a move- 
t exist today, but it has 
to be built if the poor and oppressed 
‘of the region are to achiove peace. 
That it can be built is proved hy the 
history of the Partisan movement 
from 1941 to 1945, whose war of 
national liberation ended in social 
revolution. Their victory w. 
secured against overwhelming mili- 
tary odds, at an enormous human 
cost, and against the designs of the 
western imperialist Allies. It proved 
possible because the strugele was led 
by a genuine communist party — the 
Communist Party of Yugoslavia 
(CPY), which championed the 
of all the nati 
Yugoslav federation to self-determi- 
nation. fused the struggle for 
national liberation 
social emancipation. In so doing. it 
created an unstoppable army made 
up of and led by the working class 
and: poor peasantry, The outcome 
‘was over 30 years of peace and social 
development, destrayed only by the 
‘economic might of Western imperial- 

Today, the epic: struggle of the 
people of Yugoslavie has been forgot- 
ten, the revolution and its leadership 
= in particular. its general Secretary 
Josip Tito ~ condemned by oppor- 
tunists, *Stalinists’ and 'Trotskyists” 
alike. Yet as NATO bombs pour 
down on Serbia and Kosovo, it is 
vital for us to understand thet peace 
in the Bolkans will once again 
require the sort of movement that 
Tito and the CPY built and led. 


‘The Balkans: the powderkeg of 
imperialism 

It was the assassination of the 
Archduke Ferdinand of Austria on 
28 June 1914 in Sarajevo by Serb 
Bosnian nationalists that sparked the 
First Imperialist War.To understand 


is necessary to go back to the 
Bs were occ 


‘Decisive to the success of the Partisans was their 


pied by two enfeobled imperialist 
powers, The south, including Serbia, 
Bosnia, Macedonia and Montenegro, 
‘was under the control of the Turkish 
Ottoman empire. The northern parts, 
including Slovenia and Croatia 
formed part of the Austrian empire 
The Ottoman empire was eoonomi- 
cally bankrupt, whilst the Austrians 
‘were reeling following defeat, first at 
the hands of a united Ttaly, and then 
in 1867, by a resurgent Prussia. The 
formation of the so-called Dual Mon- 
archy with Hungary in 1867 gave 
Austria a temporary respite, and 
allowed Hungary to gain almost com- 
plete control over Croatia 

‘A peasant uprising in 1875. in 
Bosnie-Herzegovina swiftly turned 
into a war against the Ottoman 
empire on whose military support 
the mainly Moslem landlords 
depended. Serbia and Montenegro 
declared war on Turkey, which 
speedily defeated them, Tsarist 
Russia, which had long sought con- 
tral of Constantinople to protect its 
access to the Mediterranean, saw an 
excuse to settle a score left over from 
the Crimean war.-After a brief con- 
flict a settlement was imposed on 
Turkey which gave Sorbia indepen- 


Tito 


dence and greatly enlarged Bulgaria. 
This was completely unacceptable to 
both Britain and France, and the 
carve-up was renegotiated in the 
1878 Treaty of Berlin. This gave 
Bosnia-Herzegovina to Austria, 
thwarting plans for a Greater Serbia 
and assuring Serbian support for 
Bosnian nationalism. 

The assassination of Ferdinand, 
heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, 
set in train a remorseless series of 
events. Austria demanded that 
Serbia undertake to restrain the 
activities of Serb nationalists, inves- 
tigate Serb nationalist groups, and 
hand over any accomplices to the 
murder. Serbia agreed to every 
demand except one: that Austrian 
officials be allowed onto Serbian ter- 
ritory to ‘aid’ the investigation, At 
theend of uly 1914, Austro-Hungary 
ordered a general mobilisation, 
Russia ordered a counter-mobilisa- 
tion as, in rapid sequence, did 
German imperialism {in support of 
Austro-Hungary) ond then British 
‘and French imperialism (in support 
of Russia). 

Four years of war and 20 million 
dead sof the scene for another carve- 
up. The secret Treaty of London in 
1915 had promised Italy swathes of 


Yugoslavia: the 


Slovenia and Croatia if it were to 
come into the war against Austria, 
The sudden collapse of the Austrian 
empire in 1918, however, left Serbia 
in a militarily dominant position, It 
was able to play on Croatian and 
Slovenian fears of talian occupation 
to bounce them into a Serb-domi- 
nated Yugoslavia under the rule of a 
ruthless Serb monarchy, Serbian 
control of the state tightened during 
the inter-war period; Croatian 
nationalists were subject to intense 
repression, as was the Communist 
party of Yugoslavia (CPY). 

‘Yugoslav foreign policy was domi- 
nated by hostility to Italy, which 
drove it towards Germany, particu- 
larly after the victory of fascism in 
1933. The Italian invasion of Albania 
and Greece in October 1940 sowed 
panic in the Serbian ruling class. As 
@ weak, dependent bourgeoisie, it 
could only survive in alliance with 
one or other imperialist powor. 
British imperialism, anxious to safe- 
guard its precarious position in the 
easter Mediterranean and Egypt, 
sought to prevent the Yugoslav mon- 
archy from concluding an agreement 
with Germany and Italy, but failed. 
At the end of February 1941, Yugo- 
slavia signed the Tripartite Pact with 
the fascist powers, turning it into lit- 
tle more than a protectorate, Popular 
opposition was immense, and on 26 
March, a group of officers deposed 
Reyent Prince Paul, installed King 
Peter in his place, and rejected the 
pact 

‘The response was immediate and 
devastating. The German invasion of 
6 April 1941 was accompanied by a 
bombing campaign which killed 
20,000 in throe days in Belgrade. 
Within three weks, Yugoslav forces 
had collapsed, and tha King exiled 
German forces partitioned Yugo- 
slavia, taking direct control af Slo- 
venia and Serbia. Itely occupied 
Bosnia and Montenegro, whilst 
Bulgaria was given Macedonia, A 
puppet ‘Independent State of Cro- 
atia® was set up under the leadership 
of the Croatian nationalist Ante 
Pavelic, who initiated a blood bath of 
unprecedented proportions, Under 
the guise of defending Catholicism, 
Croatian Ustashe forces slaughtered 
hundreds of thousands of Orthodox 
Serbs in the most barbaric manner, 
laying waste to entire regions of 
Croatia. 


‘The Partisan struggle begins 
The CPY, understanding that it 
would be impossible to build an 
urban-based revolutionary army in 
such conditions, took to the moun- 
tains and established the Partisan 
movement. The German invasion of 
the Soviet Union in June 1941 trig- 
gered a generalised uprising through- 
‘out Yugoslavia against the brutal fas- 
ist occupation. Italian forces were 
almost completely driven out of 
Montenegro. Huge quantities of arms 
fol into Partisan hands. By theend of 
the year, the Partisan army num- 
bered some 80,000 troops. They 
faced 18 divisions of German, Italian, 
Bulgarian and Hungarian troops as 
woll as five divisions of Croatian 
Ustashe 

Within Serbia, acts of sabotage 
became widespread. In September 
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refusal to compromise with imperialism, or subordinate their struggle in any way to the requirements of the imperialist powers.’ 


war of liberation 1941-45 


‘The Partisans took tothe mountains to conduct their struggle against fascism 


1941, Hitler ordered thrve German 
divisions to attack the Partisans. 
Field Marshal von Keitel ordered 
that ‘in a reprisal for the life of one 
Gorman soldier. tho general rile 
should be capital punishment of 50- 
100 communists, The manner of exe- 
Gution must have a frightening 
effect’, Following a Partisan attack 
near the town of Kragujevac which 
lef 10 German soldiers dead, 
Gorman troops rounded up the entire 
male population, including school 
children, On 21 October, they were 
taken oul jn batches of 100 and shot 
‘All day the massacre continued, At 
east 3,000 died. Today, Krngujevac 
has become one of NATO's named 
bombing targets. 


‘The class struggle against the 
Cetniks 
‘The Partisans faced not just occupa- 
tion forces from four countries 
together with their quisting allies, 
they also had to ight a movement 
which was to receive the political 
tind military support of tho Allies ~ 
the Cetniks, Their nucleus was a 
group of Serb officers who fled into 
the mountains after Yugoslavia’s 
defeat, Led by Draza Mihaitovie, 
fiercely pro-Serb and anti-Croat, they 
‘opened negotiations with the exiled 
royalist government through a radio 
ink established in the summer of 
1941. Mihailovic: was appointed war 
minister. At the same lime, howover. 
he also established links with the 
quisling regime in Secbia under 
General Nedic. Cotnik policy was 
dictated by its class base amongst the 
rural bourgeoisie with Greater 
Serhian ambitions. Given the ruth 
fessness of the occupation fortes, the 
Cotniks knew thot any war of libera- 
tion would mea dreadful material 
oss, compietely unacceptable to its 
bourieois has. 

This was exposed whon the 
Partisans atiempted (0 negotiate 


united movement, proposing it 
September a joint command, joint 
administration of liberated areas, 
and joint action against quisling 
forces. But talks belween Tito and 
Mihailovie: reached no conclusion, 
and on 2 November, Cetniks 
launched. co-ordinated attacks on 
Partisan-held areas. Mihailovic sent 
radio messages to London demand- 
ing aid and denouncing ‘Tito. On 11- 
12) November, he met with the 
Germans to solicit their support, 
handing aver 365 Partisans who 
wore forthwith shot. By the end of 
1941, Getnik forces were receiving 
money and arms from both Germans 
and Italians to fight the Partisans 
whilst also receiving Allied assis- 
fane 


People’s Liberation Committees 
Once the Partisans liberated areas of 
the country, they established broad- 
based People’s Liberation Com- 
mittees which were generally led by 
Communists, and which dealt with 
ull aspects of civilian life — health 
‘education, food distribution. Women 
and young people playada vital role 
in the functioning of the committees, 
Feeding and housing were partic 
larly important, but so, with the huge 
number of refugees, were health and 
hygiene. ‘Consideration for the pop- 
ulation was basic to winning their 
support. There was a moratorium on 
debts, but taxes had to be levied and 
collected, wages and prices fixed 
transport and communications re- 
paired, and local industry and agri- 
culture put info some kind of work 
ing order’ (Phyllis Aaty: Tita — 
biography p22), Basic land reform 
was implemented, @ move which 
alienated the ruling class even fur 
ther, 

Such a revolutionary policy, how- 
over, created new allies for the libar 
ation struggle amongst the poor peas 

‘and forced the likes of 


Mihailovir: to reveal 
aims — the preserva 
system, It was the class position of 
the forces he led that ymshed 
Mibailovic into more and snore open. 
forms of collaboration with the occu- 
pying forces. The Partisans would 
‘not allow the local bourgeoisie to sit 
when presented 
to.sicle with the fas- 
jon or with the for 

liberation ~ they chase. the fon 
As a result. not unly did M 
lose: popular support and i 
but so did the monarchy in exile. and 
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‘The Partisans in the international 
zrena 

Throughout 1942, the western impe- 
rialist powers continued to supply 
the Getniks with military equipment 
and political support. des 

fact that they were aware of the lead 
ing role of the Partisans in the fight 
against fascist 

tive actions of Mihailovic, 
monarchy continued to broadcast 
‘appeals to the Yugoslav people to 
support the Cetniks, and denounced 
the Partisans. However. the major 
political battle the GPY had to face 
was with the Soviet Union, Through- 
‘ont the war Tito submitted regular 
reports to Georgi Dimitrov, Secretary 
to the Communist International, 
even after it had boun dissolved in 
May 1943. The Communist Interna- 
tional was completely opposed to the 
strategy of the CPY, in particular the 
decision to form national Liberation 
Committees and to setup. the 
Proletarian Brigades. In response to 
‘one report from Tito, Dimitrov asked 
Why 
cial 


did you need to form a spe- 
Prolotarian Brigade? Surely. at 
tha moment, the basic, immediate 
task is fo unite all anti-Nazi currents, 
snuish the invaders and achiowe 
national liberation... Are there really 
no other Yugoslavian patriots, apart 
from the Communists and  Com- 
munist sympathisers, with whom 
you could join in common struggle 
against the invaders?...We honestly 
request you to give your tactics sei- 
ous thought, and your actions as 
well 


‘The point of course was that there 
were no other ‘patriots’: they. had 


ments. Neither the Malian nor the 
French Communist Parties sought to 


1941: the partition of Yugostavia 


organise guerrilla movements inde- 
pendently of local bourgeois forces, 
lot alone attempt to create an inde- 
pendent revolutionary army, “In 
Greece, the armed struggle against 
the German occupation was also lim- 
ited by the Greek Communist Party 
to what was acceptable to the local 
bourgeoisie, Its refusal to create an 
independent revolutionary army left 
it incapable of opposing the British 
ummy which invaded Greece in 
December 1944 to restore the old 
order, and on 6 February 1945. it 
capitulated to a force it vastly out- 
numbered, 


The military struggle 
In mid-1942, ‘Tito evarated. post- 
tions in southeast Bosnia to move 
into liberated territory in northern 
Croatia, where ot Bihac he held the 
first meeting of the Anti-Fascist 
Council of Yugoslavia (AVNO}) on 
26/27 November 1942. Dimitrov had 
radioed Tito urging him not to ‘look 
upon the committee as a kind of gov- 
emment. but-as the political arm of 
the national liberation struggle. At 
this stage do nat raise the question of 
the abolition of the monarchy, Do not 
put forward uny republican slogans’, 
Yet as Tito concluded in his assess- 
ment of the conference, ‘the whole 
body of people present condemned 
the Yugoslav government as traitors. 
Although we do nat look on this 
committee as. kind of government it 
will nevertheless have to look after 
all state business and. occupy itself 
with the war, in which it will have 
the support of the People’s Libera- 
tion Committees..." 

The. Germans organised seven 
major offensives against the Parti 
sans, the fourth of which was in 
April 1948 and was aimed at encir 
cling Bihac, 18,000 Getniks — still 

continued overleo 
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continued from previous page 
being supplied with arms by the 
British — were mobilised for the cam- 
paign alongside the occupation 
forces. Tho Cotniks were destroyed 
as the Partisans broke through their 
lines to the south and moved into 
Montenegro, Tito nearly lost his life 
during the fifth offensive as the 
Partisan leadership was forced out of 
Montenegro into eastern Bosnia dur- 
ing May. Although the British took @ 
stop towards recognising the Parti- 
sans during the summer, they also 
withheld advance warning of the 
Italian surrender in Soptember 1948. 
This was to provont the Partisans 
seizing weapons from surrendering 
Italian forces in Montenegro and 
Dalmatia, The ruse failed: Tito 
ordered the Partisans to break off all 
actions and had to the ports of Split 
and Sibenik and disarm 10 Italian 
divisions ahead of the Germans. 


‘Second meeting of AVNOJ 
The second meeting of AVNOJ, 
which took place in Jajce in Nov- 
ember 1943, marked a decisive step 
in the political struggle, Delegates 
came from all over the country, some 
travelling for several wooks through 
connecting strips of liberated 
country. The mesting deposed the 
royalist government-in-exile, con- 
demning the royal family to perma 
nent exile, It agreed to the establish- 
ment of a federal state, and elected a 
provisional government. With 
300,000 under arms, the Partisans 
‘were iow ina position to make this a 
reality, dospite having to fight over 
50 enemy divisions — same 600,000 
German, Bulgarian and quisling 
troops, A measure of their conf- 
denco was that Jajce was in the mid- 
dle of the ‘Independent State of 
Crnatia’, yet Tito was ablo to spend 
two. months theré preparing the 
AVNOJ conference, 

‘The Partisans consolidated their 
position during the first part of 1944 
as the Soviet armies advanced from 
the East, The pace of the political 
struggle accelerated as the western 
imperialist Allies attempted to 
manoeuvre Tito into accepting a deal 
with the government in exile. In June 
1944, Ivan Subasic, a pre-war gover- 
nor of Croatia mot with Tito at his 
headquarters on the island of Vis. 
Subasic’s attempt to have the 
Partisans recognise King Peter as 
commander-in-chief failed: as one 
leader said, ‘You have neither peo- 
ple, nor army, nor territory’. Subasic 
had to acknowledge AVNO) as the 
sole authority in the country. In tur, 
Tito agreed io leave the issue of the 
monarchy until the end of the war 
because ‘we knew we had the vast 
majority of the people with us...vhat 
‘was more, we had a strong army, the 
size of which our rivals oould not 
bogin to imagine.’ 


‘The political pressure continues 
Allied pressure continued: first in a 
‘meeting with Churchill, and later 
with Stalin in August 1944, who 
urged Tito to compromiso with King 
Peter: “You need not restore him for- 

Take him back temporaril 
Then you can slip a knife in his back 
at a suitable moment.” In response to 
Stalin’s question as to how the 
Partisans would react if the British 
landed in Yugoslavia, Tito res- 
ponded that they ‘would resist with 
every possible means.’ Stalin con- 
coded that the Red Army would only 
enter Yugoslavia to engage in such 
campaigns as wore necessary to its 
advance through Europe. In partic 
lar, this meant a joint campaign for 
the capture of Belgrade, secured on 
20 October 1944, Within a month, 
the Red Army had withdrawn and 
the Partisans had liberated Mante- 
negro and Macedonia, 

‘At the beginning of February 1945, 
‘Allied leaders:met in Yalta to decide 
on the futuro shape of Europe. 
Churchill and Stalin had already 
agreed to a division of influence in 


Greece (90% British. 10% Soviet) 
and Yugoslavia (50:50). Under this 
accord, British troops had landed in 
Greece in December 1944 and 
attacked the ELAS/EAM liberation 
‘movement to secure a roturn of the 
old order. On 12 February 1945, the 
Communist Party of Greece, the 
effective leadership of the ELAS/ 
EAM alliance, capitulated to a 
British force far weaker than the 
Gorman army of occupation they had 
confronted over the previous years. 
At root was the subordination of 
their struggle to the military and 
political requirments of the Allies, 
and their failure to form a revolu- 
tionary army, despite the constant 
‘urgings of the CPY. 


“ita and a comrade in the mountains 


‘The surrender at Varkiza coin- 
cided with an ultimatum from the 
Allies that Tito should immediately 
form a new governiment with Subasic 
which would admit members of the 
pro-war Yugoslav assembly who 
wore in no way compromised as col- 
Taborators, and that this government 
should ratify all AVNOJ decisions. 
Yet all Yugoslav bourgeois. politi- 
cians had been collaborators in one 
‘way or another: the pre-war assem 
bly bad sought accommodation with 
the German-Italian Axis. The govern- 
‘ment in exile had supported the col- 
laborator Mihailovic, and now ele- 
ments of it (including social 
democrats) were urging British mili- 
tary intervention. 

Tilo temporised: he understood 
that the issue would be decided by 
troops on the ground. In a series of 
huge offensives, the four anny 
groups of the Partisan army liberated 
the rest of the country, completing 
the task on 15 May 1945. The cost 
had been appalling: 1,700,000 
‘Yugoslav people had died — one in 
nino of the population. The western 
‘Allies were powerless to intervene: 
there was no army they could assom- 
ble to defeat the Partisans. On 27 
November, general elections con- 
firmed the popular mandate of the 
CPY as they gained 96% of the votes 
cast. Subasic resigned. On 29 Nov- 
ember, the parliament abolished the 
monarchy. nationalised industry and 
the banks without compensation 
and set in motion widescale reform 
of land ownership. Imperialism had 
been defeated: it was to scheme and 
manoouvre for the next 40 years to 
dostroy what the people of Yugo- 
slavia had achieved. 

Decisive to the success of the 
Partisans had been their refusal to 
compromise with imperialism, or 
subordinate their struggle in any way 
to the requirements of tha imperialist 
powers, They had based their strug- 
gle on the equality of all nationalities 
within the federation, and turned the 
struggle into a gonuine war of libera- 
tion. Above everything else, they had 
established a regular revolutionary 
army based on tho people, and 
thereby ensured that they had the 
force to back up their political stan 
point. For this, imperialism and its 
defenders were never to forgive Tito 
ortho CPY. 


Robert Clough 
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‘The general leaning towards barbarity acquires a certain method, imm 


Stop imperia 


‘Nowhere in the world is so far away 
‘that it is not relevant to our security 
interests.” 

Robin Cook, Labour Foreign Secretary 


The century that has seen more 
slaughter than any preceding it 
closes in a darkening atmosphere 
of fension and threat. The storm 
gathered over Yugostavia 
threatens to discharge its 
accumulated force across the 
planet in the fight for resources, 
markets, profits and power. 
Barbarism cannot long be dressed 
in ‘humanitarian’ garb before 
naked self-interest, voracious and 
unrestrained, shows through. 
This is the lesson of NATO'S 

war on Yugostavia. 
TREVOR RAYNE reports. 


fhe war was launched on 24 
‘March to a fanfare of right- 
eousness; NATO was ‘pre- 
venting a humanitarian 
catastrophe", ‘defeating fas- 
ism in Europe’, ‘putting an 

ond to ethnic cleansing’ otc. Bless- 
ings came forth from Ken Living 
stone, Vanessa Redgrave and the ed 
tor of The Guardian. Few wars, we 
were told, had such impeccable cre- 
dentials. Six weeks into the war, 
with over half a million Kosovan 
refugees, and with NATO bombs 
raining down on civilians, smashing 
up villages, towns and cities, the big 
lieis exposed. 

This military onslaught, like the 
entire western intervention in the 
Balkans since 1991, was never about 
saving lives, defending persecuted 
minorities, installing democracy or 
the rest of the eye-wash pumped 
through the media. It is a war about 
US power in Europe, about German 
expansionism, about Britain assert- 
ing its position in the European 
Union (EU). It is about isolating and 
containing Russia, and it is a warn- 
ing to China. Only a socialist federa- 
tion of Yugoslavia could offer the 
people a prospect of enduring peace 
and development, and it was pre- 
cisely this which imperialism and its 
allies in Yugoslavia destroyed. In its 
remnants, imperialism has groomed 
and installed gangsters and fascists. 

the; 


In Bosnia and Croati are its 
friends, in Serbia Milosevic has 
‘become inconvenient. 

US terrorism 


The war is part of a fight for world 
supremacy, with the USA leading 
the way. Kosovan refugees, Serbs, 
whoever, are expendable as the US 
state enforces its ambition. The US 
ruling class is determined to. pre- 
serve its position as the dominant 
power in Europe and to be the main 
beneficiary from the collapse of the 
Soviet Union and socialist bloc. It 
hhas to assert itself over a potentially 
powerful Europe, led by France and 
Germany, which will not necessarily 
follow the US lead. The war comes 
less than three months after the 
launch of the euro, a future rival to 
the dollar, and in the midst of EU dis- 
cussions on the formation of a 


European Defence Force. 
‘The 24 March attack came a fort- 
night after Poland, Hungary and the 
Czoch Republic joined NATO. 
Germany and the USA favour 
extending NATO oastwards, Russia 
is againsl, The USA. in particular, is 
intent on penetrating into the former 
Soviet republics. It wants to isolate 
Russia, push it out of ts former zones 
of influence. Serbia is seen as an aut. 
post_of Russian influence. Had 
NATO wanted an agreement to pre- 
vent the war, it could have been 
achieved if the USA had accepted 
Russian participation in a peace- 
Keeping force, and agréed on a joint 
approach to Milosevic and Yugo- 
slavia. ‘The USA rejected this and 
determined to enforce its will on the 
Balkans by launching the assault. 

US military spending is greater 
than the combined spending of the 
six other countries with the biggest 
military budgets in the world 
Russia, China. Japan, Germany, 
France and Britain. Since 1983 the 
SA has bombed, shelled and mis- 
siled Lebanon, Libya, Traq, Somalia, 
‘Sudan, Afghanistan, Nicaragua, Pan- 
ama, Grenada and now Yugoslavia. 
The US ruling class means to enforce 
world supremacy by military force. 
Saddam Hussein got in tho way. 30 
US armed power cut his country 
down. Milosevic stood in the way ~ 
his country must be cut down. Tho 
USA is predatory. From the Baltic 
states, to the Balkans, to the Caspian 
Sea energy reserves, to Central Asia, 
US capitalism is on the march, pri- 
vatising state assets, Multinationals 


are buying up whatever they want. 
US firms have drafted plans for the 
privatisation of state assets in Monto- 
negro, part of Yugoslavia. 


Labour imperialism 
‘The British Labour government is the 
S military’s number one ally. The 
ritish ruling class is defending its 
‘overseas assets, second only to those 
of the USA, and the global financial 
role of the City of London. British 
imperialism is using its alliance with 
the USA to elovate its global status 
relative to that of France and 
Germany, and to force them to defer 
to it within the European Union. 
Imperialism is at the heart of 
Labour's strategy: from the outset, it 
hhas exposed itself as the most viru- 


ent and militaristic partner int 
NATOalliance. Ithas been the first 
tovise and extend the aims of t 
‘campaign: the first to talk of a NAT 
protectorate in Kosovo, the first 
propose a ground invasion. For th 
USA, the alliance with Britain is 
bridgehead to power in Europe. 

British imperialism has had mo 
military experience since 1945 th: 
any other European power, ‘The wa 
on Yugoslavia is Britain's 96th sop 
rale overseas military operatio 
since the end of the Second Work 
War. Britain's arms industry exceed 
that of any other European Union 
country, with British Aerospac 
triple the size of the nearest 
European competitor. Britain is see 
ond only to the USA as arms deal 
to the world. The British ruling cl 
uses this military strength to com} 
pensate for its relative economic 
decline compared with Germany 
within Europe: ‘punching above oui 
weight’, as former Foteign Secre 
Hurd put it, British capitalists inte 
to dictate the conditions under whit 
the proposed European Defen 
Force is constructed and to get 
lion's share of the enstiing contracts, 

Unless they are opposed, both 
their heartlands and abroad, 
imperialists will launch war ups 
war to put down any who resi 
‘Their bloody march takes them to th 
bordors of Russia and China, Th 
prospects for World War Three 
real. The history of Yugoslavia's dis 
integration provides the backdrop tq 
this bloody war. 


Shattering the socialist state 
The collapse of the Yugoslav social 
ist state in 1991 was a consequent 
of both internal and external foro 
The intemal dynamic interact 
with and was accelerated by 
external powers. Economic. cri 
‘was used by imperialism to dest 
the socialist character of the e¢0 
omy. (For an excellent analysis of 
destruction of socialist. Yugosla 
see Peter Gowan, NATO's Ball 
‘Tragedy, New Left Review 234.) 
Over ‘one and a half milli 


left homeless. On 29 November 19 
Constituent Assembly abolish 
the monarchy and proclaimed a 
eration of six republics (Slover 
Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia-Herzogovi 
Montenegro and Macedonia), 
two autanomous provinces (Voy 
dina and Kosovo). Between 1953 
1968 national output grew by 
average 8.1% per annum. In 1 
industrial production was. twel 
times greater than in 19! 
Socialised production amounted 
% af the economy. Yugoslan 
enjoyed health and education 5 
tems comparable to those af the mi 
developed European countries, 
From the 1970s, uneven devel 
ment within Federal Yugosla 
‘brought tensions which were oxpli 
tod by the imperialist powers. 
north and Adriatic const were mi 
developed, as a result of Ga 
investment in particular. ‘The 
and south, boing further from B 
pean markets, wore poorer and 
backward: By 1990 per capita ineo 
in the north and coastal regions 


ism’s bloody war 


over $2,200, whilst in Kosovo it was 
$730, As tho Yugoslav state borrowed 
in the 1960s-1980s to fund infrastruc- 
ture projects and export industries, it 
was caught in a debt trap. By 1987 
foreign debt was $23.5 billion and 
debt service payments consumed a 
fifth of export income, $3.7-3.6 bil- 
lion, ‘The International Monetary 
Fund, representing imperialist banks, 
imposed draconian measures on the 
economy in oxchange for further 
credits and credit extensions. 


Nationalist forces re-emerge 
President Tito diod in April 1980. 
Governing power was then vested in 
a collective presidential body made 
up of representatives of each repub- 
lic and autonomous province, the 
president of the League of Yugoslav 
Communists (YLC) with a rotating 
annual prosidency. 

In the late 1980s, two positions 
emerged within the Federal Yugo- 
slay state and YLC. Tudjman of 
Groatia and Kucan of Slovenia ~ the 
woalthy north and west — wanted 
more decentralisation to relieve the 
richer regions of their obligation to 
subsidise the poorer regions. Milo- 
sevie vampaigned for greater central- 
isation, a standpoint which expres- 
sod itself as Serbian chauvinism 
Slovenia accused Serbia of bay- 
atting its businesses, Serbia accused 
Slovenia of paying low prices for raw 
utetals, Milosovic. used the ten 
sions in Kosovo to destroy Kosovan 
autonomy within Serbia in 1987-89 
and to remove local communists 
from power. Ho asserted Serbian 
domination over the predominantly 
Albanian population of Kosovo. ‘This 
exacerbated suspicions of greater 
Serbian ambitions in the rest of 
Yugoslavia and violated the princi- 
ples of the Socialist Federation for 
protecting national minorities. 

The communist parties of Slo- 
venia and Croatia withdrow from the 
YLC in the late 1980s. In January 


NATO's bombing ofthe Chinese embassy in Belgrade fed to mass protests in China 


1990, the YLC renounced its eonsti- 
tutional single party role. The con- 
text was over 20% unemployment 
and 100% inflation. Reactionary 
bourgeois loaders had emerged within 
the party and state apparatus to chal- 
lenge the socialist character of the 
Federal state. They allied with west- 
ern capitalist interests and used reli- 
gion and pre-1945 nationalist sym- 
bols to overthrow socialist ideology 
and destray the Socialist Federation. 
In April 1990 the first multi-party 
elections were held since World War 
‘Two. Nationalist parties demanding 
secession from the Federation won 
in all republics bar Serbia and 
Montenegro. By 1991. draconian IMF 
measures meant that Yugoslavia was 
incapable of paying its soldiers 
Bigotry was unleashed, the demon of 
‘war let loose to rage over the land — 
and capitalism tejaiced. 


Yugoslavia redivided 
The sundering of Yugoslavia was 
systematic, demonstrating the preda- 
tary nature of imporialism and its 
utter contempt for life and democ- 
racy. The collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991 was the signal for 
Germany and Austria to start tearing 
Yugoslavia aparl. Germany bar 
gained with the British government 
to accept independence for Slovenia 
and Croatia in exchange for British 
opt-outs from the 1991 European 
Union Maastricht Treaty’s clauses on 
monetary union and the Social 
Chapter governing workers’ rights. 
Hungary supplied Croatia with 
weapons in 1990, It claimed Voy- 
vodina within Serbia. Germany and 
the USA also armed Croatia after it 
and Slovenia declared independence 
in Jone 1991. Germany supported 
Groatia’s claim and denied the 
national rights of Serbs within 
Croatia which had been guaranteed 
thom as a minority population by the 
Fodoral constitution. Croatia's Presi- 
dent Tudjman presided over the eth: 


nic cleansing of 200,000 Serbs from 
Krajina in 1995. His operations were 


conducted under the cover of 
NATO jets, Tudjman rehabil 
the Ustashe fascists who collabo- 
rated with the Nazis during World 
War Two and who operated their 
‘own death camps. Chancellor Kohl's 
Foreign Minister Genscher later 
described the destruction of socialist 
Yugoslavia as his greatest success. 

Responding to the expansion of 
the German sphere of influence, the 
USA encouraged Bosnia to demand 
independence from 1992 onwards 
Bosnia contained Moslems, Serbs, 
Grosts and other Yugoslavs. The 
USA. backed the Mosloms with 
weapons. This was a move certain to 
provoke more killing. Germany and 
the USA forged an alliance between 
the Croatian and Bosnian. govern- 
ments to drive Serbs from Croatia 
and parts of Bosnia. The Serbs fought 
this plan, Ethnic cleansing on all 
sides took place in a scramble for ter 
ritory. With European military ca- 
pacity insufficiont to intervene 
decisively, the USA used its mili- 
tary power to bomb the Serbs into 
accepting the 1995 Dayton Accords. 
Bosnia was turned into a comupt, 
‘gangster-ridden NATO protectorate. 
The Accords made no mention 
of Kosova; despite Kasovan pleas, 
their rights were of no interest 10 
imperialism at thal time. The USA, 
Germany. Britain and France had no 
interest in promoting demands that 
might load to the creation of a Greater 
Albania 


War in Kosovo 
During the post-1995 period. the 
USA saw Milosevic as “a man they 
could do business with’, and in late 
1995 suspended sanctions against 
Yngoslavia. It was happy that Ger- 
man ambitions had been contained 
and that US troops were in Bosnia 
and Macedonia, What it did not cal- 
culate on was the collapse of tho Sali 


Berisha government in Albania in 
1996 in the face of a mass uprising 
The Berisha government had given 
no support to Albanian nationalist 
sentimants in cither Kosova or Mace- 
donia, and had prevented organisa- 
tions such as the Kosovan Liberation 
Anny (KLA) from establishing bases 
within. Albania proper or acquiring 
arms. As the Albanian security forces 
disintegrated. hundreds of thaw: 
sands of weapons fell into the hands 
of ordinary people. Tha KLA seized 
the opportunity. and equipped itself 
to launch an armed offensive in 
Kosovo in February 1998 

Initially the US went along with 
Milosevic’s attempts to crush the 
KLA, with the US ambassador in 
‘Yugoslavia naming the KLA as a ter 
rorist organisation. As a quid pro quo 
for non-intervention by the US. 
Milosevic agreed a deal which would 
offer Kosova some provincial auton 
omy. What changed was the collapse 
of the Soviet econumy in autumn 
1998, From then on, US attitudes 
were completely transformed. It saw 
an opp to consolidate its 
leadership Europe and 
acquire now at_an_en: 
feebled Russia's expense. In Feb- 
ruary 1999 the Contact Group of 
Britain, France, USA. Germany. Italy 
and Russia proposed that Yugoslavia 
give greater autonomy to Kosovo and 
coept 28,000 NATO troops being 
stationed there, Kosovo would 
become a NATO protectorate. 

Undisclosed to the public, but part 
of the proposal, was thal NATO 
forces, including aircraft and vehi- 
cles, would have right of access 10 
any part of Yugoslavia, immune from 
Yugoslavian legislation or control 
‘This was a deliberate NATO provo- 
cation. In mid-March, the Kosovan 
Liberation Army accepted the pro- 
posal; Yugoslavia could only reject 
it. Five days later, on 24 March, 
NATO attacked. 

“The US shift in approach therefore 
had nothing to do with the increas- 
ing Yugoslav atrocities against Kos 


within 
sitions 


IMPERIALIST HANDS OFF THE BALKANS 


‘vans, It was a cynical move to assert 
US power in Europe and the world. 
Consequently, imperialism has no 
intention of allowing an indepen: 
dent Kosovo leading to a greater 
Albania to be assembled. This would 
threaten Macedonia, Montenogro 
and much of the Balkans with a new 
source of jnistability. The Kosovans 
can expect tho fate meted out to the 
Kurds after they were encouraged by 
the US government to rebel against 
Iraq in 1991; willing but expendable 
tools. All that the USA and Britain 
have in mind is the establishment of 
another imperialist fortress in the 
Balkans. 


Club law 
The general leaning towards barbar 
ity acquires a certain method, 
immorality becomes a system, lan~ 
lessness gets its law givers and club 
law its law books.” Karl Marx 


We will redouble and intensify our 
campaign, We will carry on pound: 
ing day after day after day.’ Tony 
Blair 


‘NATO seems to have gone onto mili 
tory autopilot, NATO hits. targets 
because they are there, not because 
hitting them might have some politi- 
cal purpose.” John Simpson 


In the first 21 days of the war, NATO 
averaged 282 sir sorlies a day. Affor 
six weeks this had rison to 500 a 
and over 1,200 Yugoslav. civilians 
had been killed. By late May it stood 
at 700 air sorties, with plans to take it 
to 1,000, Half a million Kosovans 
have beon made refugees, NATO 
Commander General Wesley Clark 
described the Serbian assault on 
Kosovans as ‘entirely prerdictable’ 
Entirely predictable’! Clare. Short 
Labour Minister for Ovorsoas Dovel- 
opment, said that if-the West had 
been seen to prepare for the refugees 
people might have assumed this to 
be ‘the inevitable effect of NATO's 
bombing action’. What scenarios of 
death and destruction does NATO 
plan for and cover up to protect the 
biglie? 

Merchant bankers Lehman Bro: 
thers estimate the cost of aerial 
action alone at $3 billion a month. 
With support forces that is $6.5 bil- 
lion a month. Britain is paying 14% 
of the total cost, The monthly cost of 
the war is greater than the size of 
Yugoslavia’s economy, The cost of a 
protracted war. involving ground 
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invasion, has been estimated at $32 
billion. Six weeks of the war would 
pay for clean watet and sanitation for 
every person on the planet. The 
Guban paper Granina pointed out that 
a single night of bombing costs the 
USA more thon it offered Gantral 
America in aid for damage wrought 
by Hurricane Mitch, The wealth is 
used for death and destruction in pur- 
suit of power and profit, not for life 

On 27 March an F-117 Stealth 
bomber was shot down at a cost of 
$45 million, Eighteen days into the 
war The Financial Times reported 
British Aerospace shares were up 
9%, GKN's up 8%, Raytheon’s 7%, 
‘These are weapons producers antici- 
pating replacement orders. ‘The 
1912-13 Balkan wars were funded by 
western loans, supplied by western 
technology: officers were trained by 
British, French, German and Russian 
officers; and the fighting was over- 
soon by arms firms Krups. Vickers, 
Skoda ete. Little has changed. 

Imperialism is using the Balkans 
as @ laboratory to test weapons. 
For the first time since Herm: 
Goering the Luftwaffe took to the 
skies in combat, HMS Splendid was 
the first British submarine to fire 
cruise missiles. New US. satellite 
guidance systems for missiles were 
tried out, und laserguided bombs: 
The B2 Stealth bomber made its 
debut, at $2.1 billion each — a sum 
greater than the entire Albanian 
economy 

NATO claims that of the fiest 9,000 
bombs und missiles fired at Yugoslav 
targets only 12 have gong seriously 
astray. This attompt to shnitise the 
war for the westem audience is 
another lie, Almost from the start 
civilian targets were™hit and as the 
war progressed more and more of 
them were prioritised by the NATO 
planners. 

Early targets were stated to be 
army ‘barracks, military airports, 
radar installations and weapons fac- 
tories, Oil installations, chemical 
and pharmaceutical plants were also 
hit. ‘The range of tangets quickly 
broadened: an ice cream factory was 
blown up — a ‘technical error’ said 
NATO. A car plant and mining town 
‘were hit ~ then assigned a ‘military 
function’ as justification, On 12 April 
at least 10 people were killed when 
NATO bombed a civilian train 
Eighty Kosovan refugees were killed 
‘on 14 April when NATO bombed a 
refugee convoy. They were ‘collat- 
eral damage’. On 21 April the 
Yugoslav. television station was 
destroyed — described by Blair as 
“part of the war machine’, “a propa- 
ganda unit’, On 1 May a NATO mis- 
sile struck a civilian bus on a bridge 
north of the Kosovo capital of 
Pristina, killing at least 40. people. 
Five days lator a cluster bomb hit a 
market and a hospital, killing 15 and 
injuring 60. Then on 14 May. up ta 
100 refugees were slaughtered in the 
Kosovan village of Korisa. Eighteen 
hospitals and clinics and over 200 
education institutions have been 
destroyed or damaged, along with 
libraries, theatres, museums and 
14th-century monasteries. 

NATO has sot about destroying 
Yugoslavia, bombing it to bits, just as 
the USA and Britain have done, and 
continue to do, to Iraq — reducing it 
fo a pre-industrial condition. The 
bombing campaign is calculated as 
having had a bigger effect on the 
economy than the German and 
Allied bombing of World War Two. 
Yugoslavia's unemployment is set to 
double from its prewar 27%. 


Damage is put at between £25 billion 
and £62.5 billion. Civilians 


nl civil 


siegcribed as ‘dual use’ targets. just as 
they are in Imad. People aro being tar 
geted, their deaths are not “acci- 
dents’. New tacti¢s include carpet 
bombing by BS2s whic will add to 
the slaughter 


Depleted uranium weapons are 
being used, as they were in Iraq, 
where the incidence of leukaemia 
and rare cancers has multiplied sev- 
enfold since the 1981 Gulf War. 
Thousands of Ireqi children have 
been born without eyes, limbs or 
brains since the war. What fate is in 
store for unborn Yugoslav children? 
Chemical factories have been des- 
troyed, sceping fatal toxins into 
water supplies. The River Danube is 
being poisoned by chlorine, ethyl 
dichloride and carcinogenic trans- 
former oil. threatening eco-destruc: 
tion to reas of Romania and 
Bulgaria. This is what Blair's *bum- 
anitarian mission amounts to ~ war 
in all its brutal forms, barely masked 
hy his perpetual grin. When Ken 
Livingstone declares: “We need to 
take military action, but we should 
avoid the use of depleted uranium 
and anti-personnel cluster bombs. 
Then we can start to convince the 
World that NATO's actions in the 
Balkans have honourable objectives’ 
he is fooling only himself 


the right of the USA and Britain to go 
anywhere and do as they please 
Club law. 


2 ground offensive NATO 
achfove a diplomatic: victory 
rather than an outright military tei- 
umph. On 6 May Russia joined 
NATO in agreeing the need for 
‘effective international civil and 
securily presence” in Kesovo. NATO 
presents five conditions for an end to 
the bombing: an end to violence in 
Kosovo, acceplance of an inter 
tional force. the: return of refugees, 
al settlement 
thdrawal of-Serd forces fro! 
Kosovo. NATO insi ts forces 
will constitute the core of an occupa 
tion force in Kosova and it wants U 
support for this aim as well as fort 
war itself, Britain and the USA are 
the most insistent on their troops 
Participating in the international 
force, and on the complete with- 
drawal of Yugoslavian forces from 
Kosovo. Germany and France ar 
more ready to concede to Russia on 
the force's composition. Russia sup- 


The question of Kosovo 


Sections of the Sitsh left (he Socialist 
Party, Socialist Outlook, Workers. Power. 
Workers’ Liberty ett) have called for 
Kosovan sett-determination and support for 
the KLA. The KLA currently supports NATO's 
bombardment and provides it with intel 
(gence information. The KLA says it receives 
training from the Britsh SAS. 

Whatever the wishes of the majority of 
‘the Kosovan people there can be no question 
‘of sel- determination for any Balkan republic 
‘region, Kosovo or wherever, fr as long 3s 
imperaism is bombing Yugoslavia and 
assembling a giant armada on ts fronters. 
‘The demand for Kosovan self-determination 


For saying what he saw and writ- 
ing in the Daily Telegraph an article 
entitled “Why this war isn’t working’, 
the BBC's foreign affairs editor, Jolin 
Simpson. was targeted for muzzling 
and discrediting by the Labour gov- 
ernriiest, Simpson was described to 
The Times, in ‘off the record” brio 
ings by government spin-doctors, as 
a mouthpiece af the Serbs. Ter- 
restrial television is to he a channel 
for government propaganda ar noth- 
ing at all. Anyone who questioned 
the progress of the war quickly came 
in for the same treatment: oppasition 
is treason and to be suppressed 
Glare Short describes opponents as 
Mascist™ sympathisers; John Pilger is 
denounced as Milosevic’s “useful 
idiot’ by John Sweeney of The 
Observer. This is the democracy in 
whose name the war is conducted. 

In response to a German proposal 
to involve Russians as @ peacekeep- 
ing force in Kesovo on 14 April —a 
plan accepted by Milosevic: as long 

it was a civilian force (non-NATO} 
— Blair ratcheted up the bellicosity 
by flying to the USA to talk about 
preparation for a ground assault, He 
announced ‘a new doctrine of inter 
notional community... subtle blend 
of mutual self-interest arid moral 
purpose’, the ethical foreign policy 
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is also NATO's demand, it cannot play 2 
democratic o progressive role in the context 
OTNATO'S war. confuses the nature of the 
wor and lends support to NATO's etiorts 
limpenaiism cannot play a progressive role in 
{he Balkans or anywhere else. 

Al the poor and dispossessed of 
Yugostavia need sociafsm. Kosovan séif- 
determination in the contest of imperalis's 
presence in the Bakans would be 2 myth, 2 
rise against the Kosovan workers, peasants 
and refugees. Kosovan_self-determination 
was ony evera rely inthe Socialist Federal 
Republic, a republic freely entered into by the 
Balkan peoples. 


ports the continuation of Yugoslav 
forces in Kosovo. Britwin and the 
USA are testing just iow far they can 
push an enfeobled Russia, they want 
it to accept their terms without com- 
promise. 
Into these diplomatic: manoeuvre 

Rew B2 Stealth bamibers from While- 
iforce base in Missouri on & 


China stirs 
Let China sleep.’ Napoleon 


NATO described the attack on the 


‘Thal is nol how the Chinese people 
and government experienced it: it 
with a pattern of US 
and imperialist 
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raid China announced that it will not 
consider any UN resolution on 
Yugoslavia until NATO stops the 
bombing. It has been drawn into the 
diplomatic shuffles to enforce a deal 
on Yugoslavia. China can be 
expected to exact a price. 

In FRFL 148 April/May 1999 we 
said ‘For thase who wonder whore 
tho war is heading, look to Russia, 
Took to China, Took to the re-emer- 
gence of German military power.” 
‘Some days before the embassy. was 
bombed the Chinese People’s Libera- 
Army Daily recommended that 
10 prepare for ‘warfare against 
airstrikes and remote _ precision 
strikes (launched) from a distance or 
reat distancs. 

In ton years China will import 40% 
of its oil, Much of this will come 
through its western borders. ‘The 
China’ Economic Times recently 
stated that, ‘We must pay careful 
attention to the fact that the US con- 
trols the oil in the Middle East.” Last 
year the US flew 3,000 troops direct 
from US bases to take part in exercises 
in Kavakhstan, on China's north- 
western border: a place where China 
has invested in oil resources and a 
transshipment route from the Middle 
East to.China, China plansto invest in 
Iraqi oil production and: has several 
deals under discussion with Iran 

The US is threatening to establish 
on Asian missile ‘defence’ system 
which would inchide Japan and 
‘Taiwan. China has said that it would 
consider any such deployment on 
Taiwan as an act of war, Earlier this 
year China vetoed a UN Security 
Council resolution renewing a UN 
peace-keeping force in Macedonia 
(US and British-led) because Mace- 


donia had recognised and taken 
money from Taiwan. 
Russia has become China’s main 


weapons supplier: submarines, jets, 
weapons thal require long term sup- 
port services. China is co-operating 
with Russia fo develop gas fields in 
Siberia and build pipelines to 
China's cities, Russia, reduced 
though it is, and China are potential 
obstacles to the US quest for global 
dominance. As a consequence, they 
are having to prepare their defence. 


‘The shape of things to come 
The blitzkrieg takes place against a 
background of an impending global 
financial collapse whose first tremors 
have already hurled millions of peo- 
ple into poverty in Asia. A trade war 
Jooms between the USA and Europe, 
which, ifit breaks out, could rapidly 
trigger financial collapse and degen- 
erate into a military rivalry between 
the two power blocs. 

The collapse of the Soviet Union 
and socialist bloc has accelerated the 
essential characteristics of capital- 
ism, its drive for profits, its tendency 
towards crisis, its ageressive and mil- 
itaristic nature, The ‘Soviet threat’ 
can no longer be used by the USA to 
demand compliance from European 
and Japanese capitalists. Rival impe- 
rialist powers are fighting to. Te- 
divide the world between them, 
Socialist Yugoslavia and the more 
than a quarter of a million people 
killed there since 1991. have. been 
among the victims. In 1988, before 
the Berlin Wall was pulled down, the 
world had 13 million refugees: today 
there are 22 million, The defeat of 
socialism is proving to be a catastro- 
phe for humanity 

Already the USA has promised to 
allocate $100 billion more to its mili- 
tary budget over the next five years. 
Britain, Germany. France. japan, 

a and China will follow suit 

France and. 
will be done in tha same of social 
democracy. Unless these govern- 
tients are fought all along the line 
hey will lead us all to more 
slaughter than has ever been se 
As surely: as they did after the ‘inci- 
dent” in Sarajevo when the planet 
was engulfed in the inferno of World 
War One. . 


The ajiti-war movement barely 
exists in Britain and what there is 
hhas been hyped beyond any sem- 
blance to reality. Numbers at 
marches are grotesquely exagge 
ated. Tony Benn claims 10,000 ral- 
lied at Trafalgar Square on 11 April = 
there were no more than 4,000. On8 
May, march organisers’ claimed 
25,000 for the London demonstra- 
tion against the war. In reality, it 
barely exceeded 5,000, many of 
‘whom left before the rally started in 
Hyde Park. 1,000 demonstrated in 
Manchester on 24 April; stewards 
doubled this figure to 2,000. 

There is of course purpose in 
this: it is to bolster the view that 
there are huge numbers of Labour 
supporters and members who 
oppose NATO's actions, and that if 
the movement does not mention 
the sordid role of either the Labour 


em : = | 
Party or the Labour government, 
then these people will be seduced 
into marching against the war. 

The truth is that this will not hap- 
pen. The ever-diminishing Labour 
left is split on the issue, and the 
average Labour supporter or mem- 
ber concerned only with his or her 
privileged position in life, which the 
war as yet does not touch. Hence 
the demonstrators are overwhelm- 
ingly the extra-Labour left and its 
Periphery. 

In the meantime, the left ate 
policing their various committees 
‘against the war for any anti-Labour 
heresy like a modern-day Spanish 
Inquisition. Our Torquemadas are 
determined that only the true faith ~ 
in the absolute saintliness of the 
Labour left - shall prevail. in the 
Northwest, any attack on the 
Labour Party has brought spoplec- 

ic responses from the SWP. At a 
meeting in Preston, for instance, a 
proposal that one of the slogans of 
the anti-war committee include 
‘something as anodyne as ‘Labour, 
stop the bombing’ was deemed too 
radical and extreme by (once again) 
the SWP. Many years ago, when it 
still had tens of thousands of mem- 
bers, the Communist Party used to 
be the force providing troops for 
the Labour left when it wanted a 
gesture against the Labour leader- 
ship. Nowadays, that role falls to an 
equally enthusiastic and equally 
uncritical SWP. 

RCG supporters have been 
active taking the anti-imperialist 
message onto the streets. Regular 
street meetings have been held 
using a special bulletin to expose 
the imperialist nature of the Labour 
Party, in and out of government. 
Sales of Fight Racism! Fight 
Imperialism! have nearly doubled 
during this time, and over 100 
copies each of the Counterattack 
books, Labour a party fit for impe- 
rialism and The New Warlords. ~ 
from the Gulf War to the recolonisa- 
tion of the Middle East, have been 
sold. 


Forthcoming events: 


National Demonstration: 
Saturday 5 June 

Assemble 1.30pm Embankment, 
London 

Called by the Committee for peace 
inthe Balkans 

London 

FRFI Supporters Group: (starting 
7:30pm at Conway Hall, Red Lion 
‘Square - nearest tube Holborn) 
Monday 7 June: Labour left MPs - 
the truth, 

Monday 12 July: Subject to be 
announced. 


Public meeting 

Wednesday 30 June, 7.30pm: 
Labour Party - warmongers in 
Europe. 

For details of anti-war activities and 
street events, phone 0171 837 1688. 


Lincoin 

Street meetings against the war 
every Saturday 10.30 to 1.30 in the 
High Street near the wat memorial. 
For details of meetings, phone 
(01400230 151. 

Northwest 

Street meetings against the war 
every Saturday 12.00 to 3.30. 
12nd 26 June in Flag Market, 
Preston 

49 June in Blackburn by Andy's. 


Records by the Spiral. 
Public meeting Sunday 4 July 2pm: 
No to Labour warmongering! Break. 


with Labour now! Bangor Street 
Community Centre, Brookhouse, 
Blackburn. 


COUNTERATTACK BOOKS 
‘SPECIAL OFFER 


£5 orthe seo inc o each nc bp 


Labour: a 
fit for imperialism 


by Robert Clough 
Published 1992 182pp 
‘Fora view of the Labour Porty 
outside its red rose and double-breasted 
suit image, this isa 
valuable work." John Pilger 


The New Warlords: 
from the Gulf War to the 
recolonisation of the 

Middle East 


Ect by Ede Abrahams 
Published 1994, 192pp 


Order from Larkin Publications 
‘8CM Box $909 London WCIN 3X 


IMPERIALIST HANDS OFF THE BALKANS 


Labour: a party fit for imperialism 


the aims of the campaign: the first to 
suggest that they include the overthrow 
of Milosevic, the first to talk of a NATO. 
protectorate in Kosovo, the first to pro- 
pose a ground invasion. It has engaged 
in virulent attacks on those who ques- 
tion or oppose its policy, with Glare Short 
a particularly enthusiastic enforcer. It 
hhas created an opportunity for Blair to 
define a new doctrine enshrining the 
right of imperialism to intervene wher- 
fever it chooses. Under Labour's direc- 
tion, British imperialism is pursuing its 

‘wn agenda as well as supporting that of 

the US. Its, afterall, second only to the 

US in terms of Its global interests, 

whether these are measured by over- 

seas assets or arms exports. 

Labour's barbarity is not new. Every 
single previous Labour goverment has 
been willing to use military means to 
defend the interests of British imperial- 
sm. Between 1945 and 1951 Labour: 

* Brutally suppressed the Malayan 
‘national liberation struggle; 

+ Committed British troops to aid the 
restoration of French colonial rule in 
Vietnam and Dutch rule in indonesia: 

* Continued military intervention in 
Greece against the ELAS, and block- 
aded Iran following the nationaiisa- 
tion of the British-owned Anglo 
Persian Oil Company. 

‘+ Ruthlessly exploited the British em- 
pire in Africa to aid post-war recon- 
struction in Britain. 

Later, between 1964 and 1970, it: 

= Unconditionally supported the US 
onslaught on Vietnam; 

* Defended apartheid South Africa, 
blocking calls for sanctions in the 
UN. It capitulated to the racist settler 
regime in the former Rhodesia; 

‘= Sent troops into ireland in 1968; 

‘= Was responsible for the routine tor- 
ture of suspected freedom fighter 
detainees in Aden. 

Finally, between 1974 and 1979, it: 

‘Continued to defend apartheid South 
African the UN; 

‘© Supported the Shah of iran as he 
faced a mass popular uprising 
against his tyrannical regime; 

‘+ Began the infamous sales of Hawk 
aircraft to Indonesia at the height of 
the genocidal warin East Timor, 

+ Implemented a ruthiess regime of 
torture against republican prisoners 
Inthe North of Ireland. 

Back in opposition, Labour's unqualified 

‘militarism continued unabated. in 1982, 


It supported the war in the Malvinas! 
Falklands. in 1991, during the Guif War, 
Neil Kinnock thundered ‘Our forces are 
‘engaged in pursuing a legitimate objec- 
tive and should enjoy full support across 
the political spectrum..Dictators don’t 
withdraw, they have to be defeated.” 
Earlier, the Labour Party conference of 
‘October 1990 voted 7:1 to send in 
troops: Tony Benn was prevented from 
‘speaking in the debate. Shadow Foreign 
Secretary Gerald Kaufman had accused 
the Tories of being ‘stack, lax and negii- 
gent’ in their drive to war. Two days 
before ‘Desert Storm’, 55 Labour MPs 
voted against military action. They pre- 
ferred, along with Tony Benn, to allow 


that if you scratch a Labour left-winger 
you will find @ shameless imperialist, 
particularly as they come closer to any 
position of real power. Livingstone's dri- 
ving ambition is to be Mayor of London. 
Tony Benn has no such ambitions left, 
but when he was a Cabinet member of 
the 1964-70 government, he was quite 
happy to sign a contract with RTZ forthe 
supply of uranium illegally extracted 
from the Rossing mine in apartheid- 
ed Namibia. 

‘oft outside the Labour Party 
is no better. Whatever position various 
‘groups adopt, they refuse to go on the 
offensive against Labour and imperial- 
ism. They are absolutely united in deny- 


‘George Robertson withthe atest fashion accessory for government ministers: a guided missile 


further time for UN-sanctions. Eight 
years later we know the price the Iraqi 
people have had to pay for those sanc- 
tions - over 500,000 child deaths, 4,000 
‘amonth at present. 

In the last two years under Labour's 
direction, more bombs have been 
dropped than under 18 years of Tory 
rule. This is the reality of Labour's ‘ethi- 
taal foreign policy: a fig leaf to cover a 
ruthless drive to ensure Britain's place 
at imperialism's high table. It is doing 
what it has always done, and as ever 
uses all sorts of ‘democratic’ and 
‘humanitarian’ imperatives to hide its 
‘murderous intent. The bogus character 
of such ‘humanitarianism’ is revealed by 
its initial refusal to admit any more than 
‘@ handful of Kosovan refugees whilst it 
railroaded its new Asylum Bill through 
parliament. 

‘And what of its pititul lett wing? Al 
though there are twice as many Labour 
MPs as there were in 1990, only 13 
voted against the NATO onslaught when 
it was debated in Pasiament, of whom 
only nine were drawn from the 44 sup- 
posedly left-wing Socialist Campaign 
Group MPs. Ken Livingstone’s stand in 
favour of the war confirms the old adage 


ng the particular interests of British 
imperialism. They describe the war as 
NATO's or US imperialism's, never 
Labour's. Blair is accorded a secondary 
‘ole, a “ellow traveller of US imperialism 
(New Worker) Clinton's “American facto- 
tum’ (Tariq All, Independent 28 March) 
‘cheer leader of US imperialism’ (Socia~ 
ist Appeal). This has a purpose: it 
‘enables the left to minimise the culpabil- 
ity of the Labour goverment, the 
Labour Party, or those who refuse to 
break from the Labour Party. Hence 
‘Socialist Worker can describe the stand 
‘of MPs who voted against the war as 
‘courageous’ when in reality itis no such 
thing. None of these MPs will put their 
‘own positions at risk. Setting out their 
position in May's Socialist Campaign 
Group News, neither Alan Simpson nor 
Alice Mahon mention the government, 
whilst Tony Benn merely alludes to 
Biair's commitment to the war without 
offering any comment, let alone crit- 
ism. 

‘Some sections of the left avoid the 
issue of confronting Labour by calling 
for Kosovan independence, or by sup- 
porting the Kosovan Liberation Army 
(KLA). Whatever the flavour, it all 


‘amounts ‘to a cover for imperialism. 
‘There can be no self-determination for 
Kosovo or any of the Balkan nations 
whilst NATO remains in the region. The 
KLA Is no more than a pawn in imperial~ 
ism's game. It calls on NATO to continue 
its bombing campaign, and sections of 
the British left support. They capitulate 
to Labour's war drive. 

Others oppose the KLA, but use the 
Labour lett to avoid a confrontation with 
the Labour Party itself. When the SWP 
argues in its pamphlet Stop the War that 
"Labour is rarely united behind war’, it 
ives the game away. Its strategy is to 
tailor any anti-war movement to what is 
acceptable to the narrow, selfsinter- 
ested sectarianism of the Labour left. It 
resolutely opposes any slogan which 
hints at the slightest eniticism of Labour, 
‘such as ‘Labour, stop the bombing’ or 
‘No to Labour warmongering’. I will pol- 
Je its so-called ‘broad-based’ move- 
‘ment to drive out any anti-imperalist 
tendency and so protect its alliance with 
the Labour Party. Even when the Social- 
ist Party asserts in Socialism Today that 
“The support of Blair, d’Alema, Jospin, 
Schroder and company for NATO's first 
war marks the final stage in the bour- 
gecisification of the social democratic 
parties’, it has no practical content; 
Lenin had already concluded this 85 
years ago when the European social 
democrats supported the imperialist 
warin 1914. 

Tho Labour Party has always been an 
imperialist party. It has always repre- 
sented the narrow self-interest of the 
middle class and more affluent sections 
of the working class whose privileged 
position is maintained by the super-prot- 
its of British imperialism. Today's lett 
draws its membership overwhelmingly 
from these strata. Hence to. confront 
Imperialism, it has to confront the mater- 
jal basis of ts own privilege and the party 
that sustains it - Labour. This the lft wil 
not do. It will find any excuse to duck the 
issue. Even acknowledging the historical 
role of the Partisans is out of the ques~ 
tion - Tito and the communists had to 
fight the Yugoslav social democrats of 
their day because they had sold out to 
‘western imperialism. 

There is now no crime that Labour 
‘can commit which will drive the lett into 
‘open, campaigning opposition. It wil 
always compromise. But itis clear that 


unless its ant-imperilist and therefore 
anti-Labour. This is the movement thet 
Fight Racism! Fight Imperialism! cats 
‘on socialists and democrats to buld 
Hands off the Balkans! 

Noto the Labour warmongers! 

For the defeat of US and British 
imperialism! 


What we said then... 


«+-during the Falklands War 


‘The Labour left- shamefaced imperialists 
‘The Labour left has found itself in disarray. tt 
cannot afford to be seen to fully back the 
‘Thatcher government, But the factis that the 
Labour left does not oppose British claims 
of sovereignty to the Malvinas/Falklands 
islands. They merely object to the means of 
pursuing the claim. Hence Benn said: There 
fs unanimity in the House on the question of 
‘opposing the aggression ofthe junta. There 
{is also unanimity on the right of self-defence 


against eqgression." Benn merely wants to 
se effective economic sanctions rather 
than military force to ‘strangle Galtier’ and 
force negotiations with all cards in Bish 
‘imperialist hands. Under al the lft's talk of 
“fascist juntas’ hides a shamefaced refusal 
to fight the real enemy of British workers 
‘and the oppressed — the Bish imperialist 
ruling lass... Those who today cing tothe 
hope of a socials anwar movement com- 
ing from the Labour and trade union move- 
ment are at best foots and at worst sowers 
ofilusions.(FRF20, June 1982) 


...and during the Gulf War 
‘What of the Labour left? 55 of them voted 
‘against a war, but they remain in favour of 
the use of sanctions. In other words, their 
cispute with Kinnock is not over aims, but 
means. This tiny gesture, however, which 
demands no sacrifice of themselves what- 
soever, had proved quite enough for the 
SWP to hail their ‘courage’ in opposing 
kKinnock's naked militarism. 

‘What ofthis ‘courage’? Itis not two years 
‘ago that Tony Benn sai that ths ‘the Labour 
Party not and probably never was asocial- 
ist party’ That has had no practical conse- 
‘quence for him, even now when the Party 


has endorsed a holocaust throughout the 
Middle East. Indeed, the only outcome is 
that the left has felt obliged fo leap to as 
defence. For instance, John Molyneux in 
Socialist Worker argues that socialists st 
have to vote Labour because ‘notwithstand- 
ing its bourgeois leadership, Labour remains 
atbase a workers’ party. 

«athe conclusion is, a8 abways, that no 
‘matter what bestiality Labour commits, the 
John Molyneuxs of this world will stil be 
‘queuing at the ballot box, ready to prove 
they are not cut off from a privileged, ever- 
so-British working class.’ (FRFI 99, Febru- 
ary/March 1981) 
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Cuba opposes 
imperialist 


war 


‘Yugoslavia isthe epicentre 

of anarmed conflict that is bringing 
into play not only the destiny of that 
ration but also that of Europe and 
the rest of the world.’ 

Granma International, 17 Apri! 1999 


Through the pages of Granma, 
at the United Nations Human 


= 
= 


ta 


Rights Commission and at the UN Security Council, Cuba has publicly taken an unequivocal 
stance, condemning NATO's war aims and offering moral and political leadership to those 
opposed to imperialism’s barbaric onslaught on Yugoslavia. 


War against the Serbian people 
Housing, hospitals, health contres, 
schools, homes for the elderly, his- 
toric monuments, churches, works of 
art, haye boon destroyed, Civilian tar- 
gots have been intantionallyfuttackad 
‘with prior knowledge that they were 
dwolt in by civilians, and that civil- 
ians would be killed, whic is a gross 
violation of the GenevarProtocols and 
of international humanitarian law 
Can anyone believe the retin that 
not with erbian, 


people?” (Cuban Permanent Repro- 
sentative Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla 
addressing the UN Security Council. 
8 May) 


Cuba, itself long subject to the 
destructive hostility of the United 
States, has no illusions about 


NATO's aims. "The real intentions of 
the strikes point to geopolitical and 
strategic interests...to maintain and 
strengthen US domination, now 
unipolar, over the world.” (Granma 
11 April} This war is ‘the bitter fruits 


of the conspiracy to break up the for- 
mer Yugoslavia, and this is at the 
root of the conflict and tie grave 
events that we are living throu: 

‘Some of those who are today brutally 
bombing the noble Serbian people 
conspired and  fought...for the 
breakup of that multinational state 


Who are the terrorists? 

In the first place, tho United States 
and its naked greed for world domi- 
nation: 


This 


NATO-lounched 
reviving humanity's justified fears 
related to the formation of an abusive 
unipolarity applied by a militaristic 


warfare is 


empire and self-styled world gen- 
darme, capable of dragging its politi- 
cal and military allies into the most 
preposterous actions...in order to 
impose their designs on every state 
in the planet, in the name of a new 
and contemptible world order cre- 
ated in its image and its likeness.” 
(Statement from the Ministry. of 
Foreign Affairs, 26 March) 


In the dock with them stand the lead- 
ers of the major European states. In a 
withering attack reprinted from 
Monde Diplomatique, Granma Inter~ 
national, the newspaper of the 
‘Cuban Communist Party, condemns 
NATO. General Secretary Javier 
Solana, a long-standing leader of the 
Spanish Socialist Workors Party. He, 
like Gerhard Schréder, Lionel Jospin. 
Massimo D'Aloma and Tony Blair 
heads of govérameat of Gemany 
France, Maly and Britain respect 
tively, are ‘eminent European social 
democrats’, It continues 


‘With the fall of the Berlin Wall in 
1989, social democrats won the intel- 
lectual battle. The conservative par- 
fies Jost it, and are preparing to leave 
history as they forced the aristocracy 
to do after 1789, From this point. in 
the political context, the left will 
have to be reinvented. given that the 
social democrats have taken confor- 
mity away from the conservatives 
they are the moder right. Out of @ 
theoretical vacuum and oppor- 
funism, they accepted the historical 
mission of naturalising neoliberal- 
ism. Today they are making war on 
Serbia, and tomorrow they could 
make war on the suburbs of our 
cities, in the name of “realism”. 
Because, from now on. they don't 


Rock around the Blockade 
to go to Guantanamo 


Two Rock around the Blockade mem- 
bers have just visited the Cuban 
province of Guantanamo, where our 
hiext project is destined, They were 
overwhelmed by the enthusiasm of 
the ocal Union of Young Com- 
munists for our proposal ta provide a 
mobile disco for Guantanamo City 
and disco equipment for Baracoa. In 
this rural and comparatively poor 
province, recreational facilities foy 


young people are currently available 
only to those with dallurs. 

The new music systems will he 
inaugurated by our next brigade in 
spring 2000, The brigude will have 


opportunity to stay in the beaut 
ful ecological area in Baracoa, work 
jn agriculture and participate in dis- 
ussions and recreation with Cuban 
‘outh and political organisations. We 

yo also to Incorporate a visit to 
uuba's second major city. Santiago 
and participate in the May Day 2000 
march there, To he included on t 
brigade, you need to get active with 


Rock around the Blockacdl 
A fantastic opportunity to do ju 
that and raise awareness about music 
in Cuba — while helping us raise the 
}00 we need for tho two music 
systems — is coming up swith the 
Barbican Centre in London's Cuba 
Prosente! Arts festival in May and 
June, Some of the greatest Cuban 
artistes will be performing live, 
backed up by film, art and other cul- 
tural displays. We will be Toafloting 
events and holding a stall over the 
May Bank Holiday weekend, talking 
to people about the need to support 
the youth of Cuba and get active. 
‘Meanwhile, in the Midlands, new 
members have been brainstorming 
ideas to raise money, with a fundrais- 


ing Cuban meal planned in Lincoln 
Long with car-boot sales and regular 
stall collections. A dayschool is also 
planned on 19 June on cancelling 
dabt, which will includes workshop 
on Cuba's inteenationalist position. 
In the northwest, Rock around the | 
Blockade comrades will be repesting 
their successful fundraising event by 
holding » coconut shy at the Unity 
Festival on 3 fuly, Bristol, mean 
while, has fundraising, information 
eminating stalls planned around 
the city for the summer, 

To get involved 
activitins, oF to fine 


any of these 
out about our 
gs. call the 


regular campaign meet 


campaign on O171 437 1688. Better 
still, organise your own events in 
support of Cuba, join Rock around 
the Blockade and get involved in our 
brigade Lo Cuba in spring 2000, Then 
you can spend May Day in Santiag 

de Cuba surrounded by the moun 
tains of the Sierra Mavstra where th 
Revolution was bor 


JOIN ROCK AROUND 
THE BLOCKADE! 


[) twouia tke to join Rack around the 
Blockade (£10 waged, £4 low waged, 
2unwaged/student) 
[_)twoutd tke information about the 
brigade to Cuba 

enclose a donation of 

towards your work in solidarity with Cubs 
(Cheques/P0s payable to Rock around the 
Blockade) 

Name. 

address 


etum to Rock around the Blockade, c/o 


‘BCM Box 5909, London WCIN 3X 
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CUB) 
IN BRIEF 


Cuba and human rights: US 
and British hypocrisy at UN 

Last year the UN Human Rights Com- 
mission rebuffed the annual attempt by 
the US to condemn Cuba for its so-called 
“human rights situation’. This year, US 
puppets and new NATO states, Poland 
and the Czech Republic. re quick to 
curry favour from their imperalist mas 
ters by presenting 2 new draft resolution 
condemning Cuba. And, not to be out 
voted again, the US exert 

and 
sentatives 
rations fo toe 


of the 
emment and. other 
Twelve coun- 
poorest on 
earth, abstained 

There is no doubt this vote was 
intended as swift retribution for Cuba's 
temerity in publicly opposing NATO's war 
against Yugostavia. Cuba condemned the 
United States — ‘the world’s principal 
human rights violator to date’ for using 
the issue of so-called ‘human rights’ as a 
smokescreen to conduct ideological war- 
fare against those who oppose its ims. In 
the USA today, the wealthiest and most 
powerful nation in the world, there are 43 
million people, including 17 million chi 
dren, without health insurance; nearly 
‘one milion people live on the streets and 
millions of low-income people including 
elderly people and single mothers, are 


excluded from welfare coverage. It has 
the highest penal population inthe wort 
20% of the population are functionally 
illiterate; racism is rife. What, asked 
‘Cuban minister Carlos Lage, gives the 
United States ‘the right of self-appoint- 
ment as chief justice for hurman rights 
worldwide, apparently for life?” 


Massive May Day backing for 
Cuban Revolution 

Any imperialist hope that Cubans might 
be weakening under the twin pressures ot 
the US blockade and the Special Period 
were given a profound rebuff on May Day 
this year when over 2 milion workers 
marched through the streets of Havana in 
support of socialism and the Revolution. 
a million Cubans were on the streets 
Holguin; in Santiago 30 
strated and in Sat 
marched past the monument 


to Che 


lion Cubans out 
million joined the May Day 4 


US court backs Bacardi 

fake rum 

Genuine Havana Club rum is made by a 
joint Cuban-French venture (HCH), bring- 
ing much-needed hard currency into the 
Cuban economy. But since 1996 Bacardi 
‘not content with its sinister activities In 
Support of the US blockade, has been 
marketing rum under the same label, 
even though their rum is made in the 
Bahamas. 

‘Afler HCH filed a suit against Bacardi 
in the US courts, an amendment was 
‘made to the US Budget Law which osten- 
sibly meant Bacardi could ignore Cuba’s 
legal right to sole use of the trademark. 
‘Needless to say, in April a New York court 


a total population o 
nonstra 


want fo rearrange anything, the 


social arder least ofall.” 
Most culpable of all, Guba argues, is 
the United Nations Security Counc 
which in capitulating to NATO’ 
flouting of international law has 
become ‘little more than a crude 
instrument of repression for the pow- 
orful nations’, 


For a just peace 
‘Cubs pois to the dangers of an esca- 
lating conflict: ‘Since the alleged end 
of the Gold War, global stability has 
never been at so much risk as i is 
now with the current attacks on that 
Balkan country by the wastern pow- 
ers. ‘Humanity's very existence’ is 
threatened by the possibility of an 
escalation of the conflict, such as 
sending in ground troops, which 
could draw in Russia and China, 
Cuba calls instead for an immedi- 
ate end to the bombings, Only in thal 
context, it insists, can a just and hon- 
curable political solution’ be found 
that ‘respects the sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity of the Federal Re 
public of Yugoslavia and of all the 
states in that region,’ Such a peace, it 
recalls, existed under socialism: 
sincerély hope for the reestablish- 
ment ofa just, honoureble and lasting 
peace for all the people that built a 
fraternal Federation upon the ruins 
‘of World War Iland that lived in pros- 
perous harmony for over 40 years. 
In the meantime, Cuba has offered 
its support to all those suffering in 
the former Yugoslavia and has 
announced it will send 1,000 doctors 
and medical staff to help Kosovans 
stranded in refugee comps on Yugo- 
slavia’s borders. : 


BREAKING THE CHAINS 
‘THE STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM 
IN THE THIRD WORLD 
Saturday 19 June, 10am-Spm, 

‘St Faith and St Martin School, Lincoln 
‘Aday of ideas and discussion inthe week of 
protest to cancel the thir world debt. 
Sessions on @ exploitation and oppression ~ 
‘origin of third world debt 
(© the third worl fights back — 

‘Cuba heads theresistance 
(© warlords inthe now word order — 
‘ram the Middle East othe Balkans 
‘@ an ‘chica foreign policy ~ 
\who profits fram the Labour Party? 
Enrolment and details from The Paper, 
0 Box 22, Alford, Lines or tel: 01400 23015 


dutifully backed Bacardi’s egal actions 
and refused HH's claim. HCH will now 
appeal to the World Trade Organisation, 

The Bacardi fake is not Cuban rum, but 
the product of a company whose aim is to 
destroy the Cuban Revolution, Boycott 
Bacardi! 


Health for all 

Cuba is attempting to forge unity amongst 
oppressed nalions to offer them an alter 
native 10 submission to neoliberal 
exploitation. AS part of their commitment 
to self-reliance tor the underdeveloped 
nations, Guba has sent over 800 health 
workers to countries in A\rica and Latin 
‘America and tas opened a Latin America 
School of Medicine in Havana to give free 
scholarships to over 1,000 trainees trom 
oppressed nations. Fidel Castro told the 
Cuban health workers union that Cuba 
can incite a revolution of ideas and health 
care methods for people using their own 
potential. 

Meanwhile, infant mortality rates in 
Cuba |tself continue to fall impressively 
despite the US blockade, with the most 
recent figure of six deaths per 1,000 five 
births living testimony to the Revolution’s 
commitment tothe health of its people. 

Jim Craven 


Close = oe the Woodhill 
Control Unit! 


The Woodhill ‘Closed Supervision Centre’ (CSC) opened in February 1998. It 
‘was the brainchild of the Conservative government, but there was never a sec- 
ond's doubt that Labour would continue with the project and indeed embrace it 
wholeheartedly. The CSC consists of three units where prisoners considered 
too ‘subversive’ to be contained in the mainstream of the prison system 
are arbitrarily confined until they ‘progress’. There are two further units at 


Durham prison, 


There has been constant resistance by prisoners sent to Woodhill, many 
‘of whom have refused entirely to co-operate with the behaviour modification 


programme. These prisoners deserve 
describe life inside the CSC and two 
prisoners at Full Sutton call for soli- 
darity action with the prisoners at 
Woodhill 


The ship of no hope and no 
return 

On 7 April 1 was transferred to 
Woodhill and allocated to B wing. 1 
was given four ‘reasons’: 1) | super 
glued myself to chair in the visiting 
room (this never occnrred): 2) Twas 
charged with a serious asseult on an 
officer (I was acquitted); 3) I threat- 
ened fo go on a dirty protest; 4) 1 was 
suspected of encouraging prisoners to 
assault a screw! 

T had hoard ahout this cesspit 
before it opened ane 1 fully know 
‘what was in store, but it only struck 
‘me fully when I received a letter from 
‘Chris Brasher, who is on D wing, say- 
ing: ‘Welcome to the ship of no hope 
and no return. 

Prisoners on A and D wings are 
treated like animals. They are fed 
through door hatches. no acvess to 
own radios or drawing material 
half-hour visits, £2.50 private cai 
the cell windows don’t open, to pre- 
vont prisoners talking to one another: 
23 hour bang-up, one shower a week. 
The list is endless. 

B wing is known as the “structured 
wing’. The operating standards (pro- 
duced in evidence at a High Court 
hhoaring brought bby Rifot Mehmet and 
Sean O'Connor, who unsuccessfully 
Challenged the lasefulness of their al- 
location} stipulate that prisoners will 
be allowed out of their cells for an 
average of three hours per day. It 
won't come as a surprise that last 
week a siolice was issued outlining 
that Monday and Friday association 
has beon withdrawn, redusing the 
average to 1's hours every other d 

Since the unit opened only six 
prisoners have progressed from B to C 

ng, three of them going on to the 
Hull unit, Two of these returned, an- 
ather went to Whitemoor and lasted 
weeks before allegations of hostage- 
taking put him in the seg. 

Four prisoners have been selected 
{o go from B to C wing bul due to no- 
‘one moving from Gto Durham, due to 
lack of staff (!) they will have to stay 
longer. There are 32 prisoners on thi 
‘ship’ and for months it has been tak- 
ing in water, Prisoners like Mohmet 
have fired distress signals but for 
‘some strange reason, the coastguards 
are either blind or there are no volun- 
teers to man the lifeboats, To come 
straight to the point, someone out 
there needs to come up with a plan to 
organise mass support to either shut 
down this inhumane shit-hole or 
change the conditions very drasti- 
cally, Are you interested? You know 
where to writ. 


Domenyk Noonan 


support. On this page, two prisoners 


make difforentiations between A 
wing — level 1 ond D wing ~ the unit 
seg. where before there were none. 
‘There's talk that we. on D wing 
might be allowed three showers a 
week — THREE! — but only if we've 
‘earned’ them. They might even let us 
out of our cells to collect our meals 
instead of being fed through the door. 
If we've earned it. And it’s all 
designed to encourage the prisoners 
on D wing to progress and see the 
error of their ways. I would lat 

wasn't so pathetic: 


2 lame attempl 
tous Woodhill control unit by food- 
ing information to the pross wi 


Letter from D wing 
Tean't seem to put my ideas down 
on paper at the moment. I've got 
no work top. Can't get comfortable 
enough to draw. Even my letter 
writing is affected. These cardboard 
chairs and tables are a health hazard. 
You wouldn't know what T mean 
unless you've sat on one for weeks, 
months, years at a time and gradually 
felt vour shoulders and upper back 
rounding. Then after a very uncom- 
fortable day you have to endure an 
uncomfortable night on a. mattress 
with no give. or in this place on a 
concrete slab! I have always said thut 
prisons are about breaking the indi- 
vidual, If t's not the system with its 
petty mundane rules, then it's the 
furniture. 

Everything is rogarded as a ‘privi 
lege’ here; if you're ‘abusive’ or 
‘threatening’ towards members _of 
staff, you simply don’t get it, which 
makes us even more “abusive” and 
‘threatening’. Their aim is to condi- 
tion me and instil in me a ‘new sat of 
values’, their values. And 1 om 
expected to accept and value those 
values, which means participating in 
the regime, conforming to every rule 
and obeying every command. Well, 1 
don’t value anything that much that 
Td be willing to craw! through shit 10 
gett 

We are told that things might be 
improving here, well at least on lev- 
ols A, B and C. There's talk of ‘more 
privileges’ and ‘more property’, to try 
‘and tempt prisoners, but_unfortu- 
nately for them their privileges are 
meaningless. For example. if we have 
‘earned’ it through ‘good behaviour 
they will ‘allow’ us to exercise with 
another prisoner. They will ‘allow 
tus to have more reading and writing 
material. And they are attempting to 


claimed conditions in the un 
been ‘humanised’. This was a re 
sponse to sustained criticisms of the 
regime and the recent court case, 
challenging the lawfulness of holding 
prisoners in conditions clearly 
designed to psychologically destroy 
them. 
David Y ; 
who had gained a cert 
for his treatment of p 
Whitemoor segregation u 
mid-1990s, was quoted in The 
on 4 May as saying: ‘We have human 
ised the Woodhill because 
we fll oa spartan’. Ap- 
parently this“hiumantisation’ will take 
the for of prisoners being allowed 
to possess their own training shows, 
operated radio and six books. 
Meanwhile they will remain locked 
in cells for 23 hours a day containing 
nothing but 2 cardboard table and 
chair and a mattress on 9 concret 
plinth, The windows of the colls. 
which admit little natural light. will 
remain sealed shut, allowing no nat- 
fresh air or visual sti 


ment that enge 
despair. 

‘The CSC was created on the 
premise that the structural ills of the: 
Prison system are in fact located 
within the pathology of individual 
troublemakers’, whose removal from 
stream would result in 
diseuption and rebellion in 
the system. This scapegoat. 

I prisoners for insti 
tices and abuses of 


iders psychosis and 


tactic. 

‘Over the last five yoars there has 
been a concerted attempt by. the 
prison authorities to roll back the 


sins wor by long-term prisaners | 
‘over the previous three decades. and 
struggles are currently taking place 
within the prison system which will 
decide conditions for many years to 
The Woodhill unit. should 
in the context of a 
ingle for prisoners’ rights and 
humane conditions throughout the 
whole prison system. Unfortunately 


come. 


the liberal reform organisations have | 


called only for a minor amelioration 
of conditions at Woodhill, while 
never questioning its basic existence. 
The fact is that control units are 
instruments of political repression, 
specifically designed to eradicate col- 

a resistance and_psychologi- 


ly destroy those targeted as 
Teaders of that resistance. They 
should therefore be abolished out- 


right. 
AAs pat of the struggle to close the 
Woodhill unit we ask all those who 
are genuinely committed fo the cause 
of prisoners’ rights to support a 
picket of the gaol, planned for Inter- 
ational Prisoners’ Justice Day ~ 10 
August. Your voice at Woodhill will 
inspire and encourage our comrades 
in the unit and will romind their 
gaolers thot these prisoners are not 
alone and unsupported. We are call- 
ing for maximum support for this 
demonstration of solidarity and hope 
it will serve as a catalyst for 0 sus- 
fained campaign to close the 
Woodhill unit and thereby very ¢an- 
siderably assist the struggle for pris- 

ners’ rights everywhere. 
John Bowden 


Thave beon asked to write to you, on 
behalf of my comrades behind bars, 
to encourage you to support the range 
of solidarity activities being organ 
ised in support of the occupants of 
the Woodhill Torture Unit on 
International Prisoners’ Justice Day. 

Rather than usking for piecemeal 
actions in support of individual pris- 
ners on Prisoners’ Justice Day. we 
are calling for the focus of prisoner 
support to be cenired on Woodhill 
for the day, as a show of solidarity 
‘with all of us who are fighting for jus- 
tice and humanity behind bars, 

The brutality at Woodhill is of sig- 
nificance to all prisoners, not lee 
because of its role as a “big sti 
being held over our heads, All those 
involved in supporting prisoners, no 
matter which gaol they are currently 
held in, shoud be concerned by the 
regime at Woodhill and by the sus- 
tained ill-treatment of those who fall 
victim toit. 

‘At a time when human rights in 
prison, and those who are fighting for 
them. are under unprecedented 
attack by the state, we need an effoc= 
tive prisoners’ solidarity movement 
more than ever. The movement can 
only start to become effective if it 
puts aside petty sectarian considera- 
tions and delivers mass collective 
action in support of those prisoners 
who are on the frontline in terms of 
the state's current attempt to smash 
prisoner resistance onceand forall 

The prisoners in Woodhill have 
shown immense courage in defiance 
of the attempts to brutalise and break 
them, but they ate presently isolated 
and vulnerable. You can help to end 
that isolation and raise their spirits 
by giving maximum support to the 
International Prisoners’ Justice Day 
activities, which we hope will form 
the basis for building a truly effective 
prisoners’ solidarity movement, The 
brutality ot Woodhill must end. 

‘An injustice to ono is an injustice 
toall, Solidarity is strength! 

Mark Barnsley 


CCRC update 

Since the last FRFI, when we 
reported on the exceptionally 
slow working of the Criminal 
Cases Review Commission, most 
of those we mentioned have had 
some positive news. The M25 
Three and John Kamara have 


had their cases referred back to 
the Court of Appeal and Gary 
Mills and Tony Poole have finally 
had a caseworker allocated to 
investigate their case. None of 
these men should be behind 
bars one day longer than the 
years of injustice they have 
already suffered and if the state 
wants to salvage any crumb of 
credibility it should free them 
immediately. 


Group 4 chaos 

On 6 April Group 4 took over 
the contract for the ‘National 
Bus', which transfers all pris- 
‘oners, apart from those in the 
top security category, between 
prisons. The result is chaotic 
and unpredictable, Each prison 
is supposed to give the Group 4 
office in Runcorn a list at the 
beginning of the week of move- 
ments it wants in the following 
week. On Friday Group 4 tells 
the gaols who will be moved the 
next week, but not on which 
day. There have been stories of 
prisoners waiting in reception 
four days running, prisoners ar- 
riving at gaols where there was 
no space for them and endiess 
hassle with accumulated visits 
being booked, unbooked and 
booked again. And the icing on 
the cake came on only the 
fourth day of operation when 
the central computer suppos- 
edly sorting out all this mess 
crashed! 


Full Sutton 

Due to the importance of the 
coverage on Woodhill, we have 
been unable to publish the 
‘inside story’ of the Full Sutton 
mutiny, as promised in the last 
issue. Copies of this article 
are available on request from 
FRFI and we apologise for any 
inconvenience. 


Maclean’s release 

in June 1917 had 

been preceded by a 
dangerous deterioration 
in his health. He had 
been moved to Perth 
Prison infirmary at the 
beginning of the year. 


ince beginning his sen- 
tence at Peterhead Prison 
in 1916, Maclean had 
Jcontanded. that his food 
‘was being drugged. These 
allegations have never been taken 
seriously but were used instead as 
evidence of the comrade's. ‘mental 
instability’. Conveniently, this so- 
called delusional behaviour was 
then used to explain his subsequent 
political action and development. 
John Maclean's principled record 
and conduct demand that this be 
challenged. 

In an otherwise reasonable and 
fair biography of Maclean by BJ 
Ripley and J McHugh, the authors 
state that his claims ‘clearly confused 
the doctors. They know his food 
was not drugged and could think of 
no reason why a normal individual 
should think it could or would be 
drugged’, While the authors accept 
that official restrictions on prison 
records have limited the debate, they 
ide that the claims are without 


Prison brutality 
However, ov 
contrary for those prepared to exam 
ino it, The British prison system is 
capable of acting with the most 
sinister violence and calculation 
against all prisoners. It reserves its 
most refined physical and mental tor- 
ture in particular for those who strag- 
gle for justice and political rights. 
‘The treatment of Fenian prisoners 
ike O'Donovan Rossa in British gaols 
‘and the unprincipled tactics of the 
press in relation fo any exposure of 
such treatment is well-known. In 
1870 Karl Marx's daughter Jenny 
wrote: 


“Some time ago, O'Danovan was put 
in a dark cell with his hands tied 
behind his back, His handcuffs were 
not removed night or day so that 
he was forced to lick his food, gruel 
made with water, lying on the 
ground.” 


Floggings, daily strip-searches, soli- 
tary confinement and beatings took 
their grim toll. Twenty Fenians died 
‘or were driven insane in the prisons 
of humanitarian England. 

‘The ‘confused doctors’ of Mac- 
lean’s time had obviously failed to 
Keep up-to-date with the professional 
literature; in 1909, Charles Mansell- 
Moulin, vice president of the Royal 
College’ of Surgeons, spoke out 
against the dangers of forced feeding, 
In that year, militant suffragettes in 
Dundee had adopted the hunger 
strike tactic to protest at the authori- 
refusal to recognise them as 
political prisoners, The campaign 
spread and the government intro- 
duced the barbarity of forced feeding, 
It was described as ‘government tor- 
ture of militant women, incompletely 
disguised as feeding to save their 
lives," 

Emily Davison, who died in 1913 
under the hooves of the king's horse 
at the Derby, described the horror she 
suffered: 


John 


Maclean: 


‘eeding to save thei ves 


“It-was the nasal tube that was used 
now; up one nostril it goes and down 
into the throat; if it does not go down 
properly the doctor pushes it down 
with hishand.” 


Maclean, who was force-fed twice 
daily for three months in 1918, was 
not unreasonable or deluded in 
claiming adulteration of his food. 
‘The same Mansell-Moulin continued 
to expose the physical dangers of 
forced feeding in the pages of The 
Lancet and British Medical journal 
and significantly, in 1914, focused on 
the question of drugging. militant 
prisoners. In this context, Maclean's 
contestation in 1916 was not absurd. 
He too had demanded treatment as a 
political prison and, at a rally after 
his release, he publicly decried the 
barbarism of British gaols. In July 
1917 in The Call, newspaper of the 
British Socialist Party, he stated: 


‘In my bard coll I resolved that on my 
relum to civilian life I would appeal 
to the workers to demand the release 
of conscientious objectors, especially 
those detained in ordinary prisons, 
on the grounds of the harsh treatment 
meted out to them. I know that they 
are suffering from what I saw in Perth 
Prison." 


Back In the fight 
Maclean’s prison experience served 
to strengthen his determination to 
pursue his political activity and in 
autumn 1917 he was described as "a 
driving dynamo of energy driving, 
always driving towards his goal.” 
Maclean was back in the fight. 
tating and educating for the socialist 
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Forced feeding was descrited as government torture of militant women, incompletly disguised as 


revolution. He had declared ou his 
release that all the forces of the work- 
ers’ movement must be thrown into 
the fight against the war and for the 
overthrow of capitalism. Three years 


of war had brought about increased 
calls from religious and liberal cir- 
cles for peace by negotiation. but 
Maclean instinctively linked the 
issue of peace and the class struggle: 
T want peace, but it must be a peace 
with revolution in it, 

It was the working class of Russia 
that delivered peace and revolution 
and began the process of breaking out 
of imperialist war. Maclean saw the 


food prices as repr 
step forward in 


ir receptiveness to 
anti-war and socialist agitation, but 
this was insignificant on a world 
scale. The workers of Moscow and 
Petrograd under Bolshevik leader- 
ship rose and took power. When 
news of the October Revolution 
came, Tom Anderson records that 
Maclean shook hands with him 
silently for several minutes, too over- 
come with emotion even to speak. 
Maclean was elected as an bon- 
orary president of the first Congress 
of Soviets, along with Lenin and 
Trotsky. In January 1918 he was 
appointed by Lenin as the Bolshe 
Consul for Scotland. Maclean trav- 
elled across the country — Clydeside, 
Fife, Durham, Consett — speaking 
at pitheads, “factory gates, street 
comers, fooiball pitches and pub- 
lic parks. Speaking before thous- 
ands, his powerful oratory united 
passionate denunciations of the 


war and exposure of British im- 
pariolism’s murderous role in In 
and with a call for workers to follow 
the example of thoir Rt 
rades. 

The police spies at these meetings 
were pointed out and challenged, but 
Maclean's activity was alarming the 
ruling class. They by no means 
agreed on how to deal with him but, 
critically, they were able to recognise 
that despite Maclean's enormous 
stature, there existed more ‘reliable’ 
leaders of the working class: 


‘Another report on the role of agita- 
tors distinguishes between those like 
MacManus, Gallacher and Moxton 
who keep to industrial issues and the 
even more notorious Maclean and 
MacDougall who continually raised 
political questions, including the war. 
{Ripley and McHugh, 1989) 


Maclean: true defender of 
the working class 
‘The decision to arrest Maclean again 


was based on an assessment. that 
industrial calm would continue to 
prevail despite this ropressive step. 
That this assessment arose from a 
that the leadership of the 
t section of the working 
lass would limit itself to. narrow, 
trade union issues in the midst of the 
hell of imperialist war is an indict- 
mnt of that leadership. That sume 
leadership was to play a major role in 
the formation of the Communist 
Party of Great Britain. It was Mac- 
lean's revolutionary communism 
that represented the fundamental 
interests of the working class nation- 
ally and  intemationally. While 
Maclean showed the clear-sighted 
determination and preparedness to 
fight for those interests in his revolu- 
tionary character, he was numeri- 
cally and politically isolated in 
Scotland and Britain. 

Lenin and the Bolsheviks had 
explicitly based the revolution on the 
expectation it would spread to 
Europe. While consolidating actual 
working class power in the new 
Soviet state, they were having to 
confront the isolation, thought tem- 
porary, of that revolution interna- 
tionally. Socialist revolution did 
pose a potential threat to the ruling 
class. of Europe, particularly in 
Germony, while the imperialist war 
and its effects continued. The exa 
ple of the October Revolution in 
Russia existed now as an historical 
fact. Despite the cowardice, timidity 
and political opportunism of the 
Joadership of the working class in 
Britain, men with ideas like Maclean. 
had to be dealt with. 

On 15 April 1918, two detectives 
arrived at the Russian Consulate in 
Glasgow and arrested Maclean, He 
was tried, again for sedition, in May 
at the High Court in Edinburgh. His 
conduct at this trial was historic and 
its uncompromising revolutionary 
message should ring even louder 
today after two world wars, fascism 
and 80 years of imperialist violence 
and oppression. 


accuser of capitalism 


‘Tam not here, then, as the accused. 1 
am here as the accuser of capitalism, 
dripping with blood from head to 
foot.” 


Mactean refused to plead and ob- 
jected to the whole jury, demanding 
one. drawn exclusively from the 
working class. He patiently ex- 
plained his motives, the economic 
basis of war and its probable re- 
occurrence within 15 years ‘if capi- 
talism lasts’. During the trial he again 
publicly asserted that his food had 
been drugged while in Peterhead 
serving his previous sentence, and 
stated that he would therefore accept 
smment food, 

was no dramatic exaggera- 
tion, as he was aware. Nine months 
previously, in September 1917, 
‘Thomas Ashe, a commandant during 
the 1916 Easter Rising in Ireland, had 
died during force feeding, He was on 
hunger strike for political status, In 
Dublin, a hugo demonstration of 30- 
40,000 peopie took part in the funeral 
procession in military’ formation, 
Irish Volunteers carried rifles and 
Constance Markievicz led a Citizen 
Army contingent wearing full uni- 
form, with a revolver in her belt. A 
year later Maclean was to stand with 
her at the May Day celebrations in 
Glasgaw and she was to support 
him as a candidate for the Scottish 
Workers Republican Party in later 
years. 

Maclean was sentenced to five 
years’ penal servitude in May 1918. 
Lenin wrote 


“Maclean was sentenced for a second 
time, to five years’ imprisonment 

for exposing the real objects of the 
‘war and speaking out about the crim- 
inal nature of British imperialism, 
‘Maclean is in prison (again) because 
he acted openly as the representative 
of our government; we have never 
seen this man,,,he has never be- 
longed to our party, but we joined 
with him,’ 


Maclean found himself in gaol again, 
facing possible death for his poli- 
tics, While across the world workers 
and the oppressed moved forward, 
the British working class, the work: 
ers of the Clyde, stood by in dumb 
shock at the savagory of his sen- 
tence and its possible outcome, 
Protest demonstrations did take 
place: in July the police attacked 
marchers as they reached Jail Square 
in Glasgow. but those with the re- 
sponsibility to lead and organise did 
nothing. 

From this period Maclean was to 
increasingly identify with the anti 
imperialist forces in Ireland, in India 
and across the British Empire, He 
saw these struggles as exemplifying 
the revolutionary attitude ang organ: 
isation needed to seriously challenge 
capitalism. Maclean was developing 
the revolutionary communist, Lenin- 
ist position of the soon-to-be- 
born Third Communist international: 
‘Workers of the world and oppressed 
peoples, unite!” 


Michael MacGregor 
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‘TGWL. Six months inte Uber tribe 
over being dismissed duringan 
official day of action over pay and 


Miscarriage of 
justice 


Feats 


pprovious year and have boos 
DNA tistins wuld cess 
would comvie she ral 
sme to gt justice | noe 
transcript anil DNA ov 
don’t heve loge aw 
‘yen: andthe Cristal Cases 


Found aut that 80 people will not got 


‘any compessation ule Lhe bo year 
ale, tts heen inspossibl to ind 
‘out Le pay and conditions of the scab 


officials have stitched 
‘aloring workers ix the airport. Those 
‘ane workers at Alpha, anothne of th 
six ulinational-contralle 

‘who together contra all in-light 
Catering. Alpha workers were being, 


lioved then before. The pol 
telicsv that if 


Forced into worsening pay and 
ie | 


to accept the cal 
The sacked Skychoés workers are 
‘ona picket line al Fages Lane, Hatton 
CCross.and welcome ll supporters. 
‘Tonir ces highlights many impactant 
isues including the ole othe unions 
inlow pay disputes, the role of 
‘multinetionals and theic increasing 
antral ofthe labour market. Suppest 
the picket, highlight their case, sy an 
to slave labour anu! easualisaion and 
expose th-Labour government for 
‘whut it ssa government of greed. 
hare prait cames before poople 


‘conviction on my ses So ts past 14 
tears Novae has ors been wing 


holp me exrept my parents, whuse 
the 


i 15 years bu 


never do, Fase 
‘a your raders help be writing ta 
(Criminal Cases Review Comat 
ray chal, asking trent 
‘he ull ranseript and DNA ev 


THINGS CAN ONLY GET BETTER | 
‘Anew play exposing the Labour Party by RCG member Richard Roques. | 
‘AvThe Etcetera Theatre, above the Oxford Arms, Camden High Sect. 
7.15pm 20 July to 8 August 
(Sundays at 6.15pm) Not Mondays. 
Phone 0171 482 4887. 


(MEGAN LANE and torefer mre caso ack to 
North London imaudiatels 
TERENCE ALLEN LS5957_ 
MP Maidstone, County Road, 
Maidstone, Kent, ME}4 1UZ 


Tweedledum and 
Tweedledee go to war 


| Hillgrove frame-up 


A ice:2Dececter 1998 ant 
billgoee Ca Farm denaration 
Noatinghan and Thames Velloy 


police wrongfully aud vieleaily 
: terested Jia Codd far “incitement to 
Tory sehen i. jolence and ssbsequently fitted him 


Mateo 
tg 


pr apg bah 

llth evden our deine 
calipaign hs call 
polite fem i 
Firtaresotvs tho pate snd 
Have expose Naftnaam police as 
feng ais, homopbobc und wt 
iru aso nung 
wilt dona of ces tte 
Court and isso rts, lat 
tall cle al the sion 
ido histralon 3 Mag. The Ham 
Offices nat 
alg he Lard Chanclior 
Jntn'seastothoa on 20 Apa. Tho 
tral has ate pox tough 
‘relates tae cave are undor 
poles investigation, 

could readers ons any 

evidence tt-protoaer ait 


ai pois 


coking 
violating Argontian 
be Malas 


{ communiies: crn 
lac mall histo 
punch-ap in 
ee. The an 
alu Patty ever 
st te 


ind 


sr 
as ialiss, that of 
ite Sout, 


‘National Coal Boa 


‘cluding athe atompted frame-ups, 
by esther ofthotwa policy farces 
Sead it, anciyymously if yu wish. to 


Box AB, cio Androgyny Shap, 276 
Marois Road, Notingham NGY 3HW 
STUART TIDESWELL, 

Defence Campaign Coordinator 


dispersal systom, fsevtably and 
dl, this sat the administration 
they deriv ther pleasure 
{om other people's misfortuzes. 
However a we hone nothing more 
‘canbe expected fram the Iyuch-mol, 
snatality of those who keep us 
‘nai 

So. tall prisoners, [can sincsely 
say that fora very short period of 


aha 
Prisontes whe vuicad heir discontent 
atthe filication wel agaizst moby festricte eeedom which | had, 

Full Sutton sural suppast and company were 
ot all wankers teayavent and will often oop me 
nthe grossinjusticzandl_ smiling trough tho most oppressive 

oartion bya times ahead, Respect and solidarity to 

‘those who knows, and to olin Boweien 
i particular. Your friendship, 
support and slidarity aw as solid as 
granite block af sane! 


undlnedly feared ary presse 
fhorrendoos 


Taal soe i es 


fs Hower, Ln KENNY GARTER 
diverecothaL in aso bere” tastier PL 
a ore are eee 
unig earth ee a a 
eer! canbe writento at: HMP Woodhil, 
tm oltinn aasngtoaccopt  Taltenboe Set, Miton Keynes MKS 
an} type ol nation within oe ADA. is prison number's ADS434) 


STOP THE WAR 
‘NEW VIDED PRODUCED BY PLATFORM FILES 
‘featuring footage ofthe hati effects of NATO's bombing of Yugosiavia, 
‘never broadcast on Bits television. Jn Pilger, Mark Stee, Germaine Greer, 
Tony Benn and others spesk out agains the wa. Essential viewing for anyone 
whe wants to know te reals of what's happening in Yugosiavia. 
‘lable fom TV Choice, £99 nc VAT and pp) 
‘Send cheques made payable to TV Choice to Norman Thomas, TV Choice, 
‘2Charing Cross Rad, London WC2H OHR, Tel 0171 378 0873 formore deta. 


What we 
stand for 


The Revolutionary Communist 
Group fights for a society which 
produces for people's needs, not 
profit thats, ssocialiet society. 


Capitalist society fs based on the 
exploitation of the working class by 
the ruling capitalist class, for profi. 
Internationally, imperialism divides 
| me world into oppressed and 
‘oppressor nations: the majority tes 
in poverty, wile a try minoaty 
Squanders unprecedented wealth 
5 rostrcting production wordwige 
touhe narrow limits of profit-making, | 
tho basic needs of the majority of | 
humanity cannot be fuliled. 


> in Britain today more than four 
milion are unemployed with many 
people — women in particu 
{rapped in ow wage, part-time jobs 
25%of the population - the majonty 
women and chikiren ~ fives in pow 
‘ry, with lower wages, lower benefit 
‘and fewer social services. Mean- 
‘while, maney-grabbers in the newly 
privatised industries ike the water 
‘uthorities) and banks amass more 
profits “and pay their directors 
Inlatod salaries. The ACG supports 
the struggle of the working class to 
‘dafend and improve its living stan 
ards, 


> Racist attacks ere_on_ the 
Irerease. The police do nothing te 
defend black people against stack, 
and inetoad blame black people for 
time. At the same time, Britain's 
racist immigration les are used to 
harass, detain and deport black poo- 
ple. The ACG fights againat racism 
‘and fascism in alts forms. We sup- 
port the right of bleck people to 
Srganise and defend themselves 
‘against racist attack We oppose all 
immigration as. 


> While the working class bears the 
Brunt ofthe ris, ow lave ke the 
the Criminal Justice and Puble Order 
‘Act and antitrade union legislation 
have boon introduced to evnalse 
‘he ight protest. The ACG opposes 
‘afl anti-working class. laws and 
fights to defend democratic rights 
the rightto organise and protest 

> Britain ian imperialist country, 
Irland is Britain's oldest colony and. 
the nationalist working class of the 
Sx Counties are subject to miliary 
‘eccupation and brutal repression. 
The RCG supports the struggle of| 
the trish people for set?-determins- 
tion and alls for the immediate 
‘withdrawal of British troops. 


Intemational, oppressed nations 
Se driven into poverty and dobt by 
imperialism as multinationals exter 
uperpeofits fram the labour ofthe 
oor, Throughout Asia, Africa, Latin 
‘America and eastem Europe the 
‘tects of the fro market are abvi- 
‘ous = low wages, appalling work 
Conditions, poverty and. starvation 
‘or the mass of the people; snviron- 
rmentat degradation, corruption and 
repression in government. The ACG 
Supports the struggle. of all op- 
> The ACG supports socialist Cuba 
fd condemns the legal US Block: 
Se. We fight actively in defence of 
the Cuban revolution 


1b In the dive for profits, the needs 
DF human beings and the enviton= 
| ment are secandary to the profits ot 

Inutinatonal companios. The ACG 
| Supports the struggle to defend the 
| cnvtronment. 


(>The Labour Party isa ruling cass 
Party which detends captalsm. In 
ower it has never dafanded the 
Interests of the working class. The 
ACG fights for the independent 
Interests “of the whole working 
lass. We do not support any ofthe 
pro-copitaist parties in elections. 


The ACG fights against prejudice 
‘nd bigotry, which are used by the 
Fling clas fo divide and weaken the 
‘working class. We oppose all is 


italia and i 
‘hem with 3 


Telephone: 0171 837 1088. Website- 
tips Iwmew-regtrfLoasynet.co.ukl 
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Speen renen) 


fhe process of the Peace Agree 
‘ment romains deadlocked as 
‘Trimble and the Ulster Union- 
ists repeat their demand for 
IRA arms decommissioning 
as a precondition for sijting in an 
executive with Sinn Foiti ministers 
Deadlines set for April camo and 
‘went, with Blair now setting 30 June 
as the absolute detdline for reaching 
agreement on the setting up of the 
‘Assombly Executive’. What happens 
ifthis deadline isn’t met wasn’t made 
clear, but one thing we can be sure of 
is that loyalist attacks and intimida- 
tion of the nationalist community 
will continne. 

The 6 April issue of An Phoblacht 
had a full page covering ‘A year of loy- 
alist attacks’ from March 1988 to March 
1999, The attacks reported ranged 
from murdor to petrol-bomb attacks 
to families forced out of their homes. 


NO GAINS FOR 
THE NATIONALIST 


WORKING CLASS 


Examples include the following 
April 12-year-old attacked by loy- 
alist mob, Crumlin Road, Belfast. 21- 
year-old beaten unconscious by 
loyalist gang, Finaghy, Belfast. 

‘May Pearl Sogar of the Women’ 
Coalition intimidated out of her East 
Belfast home. Catholic schoolboy 
attacked, Antrim Road, Belfast. 
Attack on Catholic home, Stoney- 
path, Derry. Attacks on Catholic 
homes in Portadown. Loyalist mob 
attacks homes, Whitwell area, North 
Belfast. 
ly In one 48-hour period. 73 

homes and 71 businesses 
attacked, 136 cars hijacked, 213 cars 
damaged. Catholic churches and 
schools attacked in North Belfast. 
The three Quinn children brutally 
murdered in a pipe-bomb attack on 2 
‘mixed’ estate in Ballymoney. 144 
other Catholic homes in predomi- 
nately Protestant ostates suffered fire 
bomb attacks. 155 other Catholic: 
owned premises damaged. 14 hames 
in Carrickfergus petrol-bombed. Two 
homes in Greenisland and five in 
Antrim petrol-bombed. Catholic 
homes in Larne attacked. Integrated 
school and Catholic primary school 
attacked in County Antrim. A pub 
and two businesses fire-bombed in 
Kilkeel. Mass-goers fired on by loval- 
ist gunmen. Bushmills. County An- 
trim, Protestant family driven out by 
loyalist mob, Eastvale estate 
given 


September Loyalists picket Agha- 
drumsee primary school, 

to prevent two new 
Catholic cooks from taking up their 
positions. 

October Homes attacked in Ser- 
pentine Road and Whitewell Road, 
North Belfast. Brian Service shot 
dead, North Bolfast. 

January Bomb attack at building 
site, Magherafelt, South Derry. Petrol 
bomb attack. Waterside. Eleven fami- 
lies forced out of their homes in 
Garvaghy Road area, Portadown. 
Pipe-bomb attack on group of mass- 
goers, Antrim. 16 families intimi- 
dated out of one estate in Antrim. 

February 250 loyalists gather t the 
end of Garvaghy Road and altack 
local residents. 

March Rosemary Nelson mur- 
dered. 

‘The attacks and intimidation of the 
nationalist community have esca: 
lated as the Peaco Agrocment has 
deadlocked. On 9 April the ‘Orange 
Volunteers’ launched a pipe-bomb 
attack on a bar in County Antrim, 
injuring a customer. In the samo 
week a couple living on the Steeples 

‘Antrim, had their cars 


‘mixed’ relationship. On 14 April two 
Catholic homes in Randalstown, 
County Antrim, had pipe bombs 
pushed through their letter boxes. On 
19 April a Catholic home in 
Serpentine Park, North Belfast, was 


lreland’s Peace Agreement: 


attacked with a pipe bomb. Sinn Fein 
said the attack ‘was part of the loyal- 
ist campaign to drive Catholics out of 
that area’. On Monday 26 April 
gang of up to 30 loyalists rampaged 
through the Parkside area of North 
Belfast. Armed. with sticks they 
attacked residents and hurled bricks 
and petrol bombs at houses 

On 6 May loyalist gunmen opened 
fire on two 12-year-old boys in 
Ardoyne, North Belfast. It was only 
because the gun jammed that the 
boys survived, it didn’t stop the gun- 
men firing five shots as the boys 
escaped into a nearby betting shop. 

Ithas come to light that over 100 
people in the Ardoyne area have 
been informed by the RUC that their 
details are in the hands of loyalist 
death squads and their lives are in 
danger. The RUG conveniently refuse 
to say how these details passed into 
the hands of the loyalists or who told 
them! On 12 May a Catholic worker 
was shot in the legs and chest by a 
loyalist gunman as he went to work 
in Carrickfergus, County Antrim. 

Official figures given by the British 
government reveal that between 1 
May and 31 December last year, 
1,358 families sought rehousing due 
to intimidation. This eight-month 
period begins with the start of the 
marching sewson, at the beginning af 
the period of the new “Peace Agree- 
mont’, The overwhelming number of 
families seeking rehousing are 
nationalists. The events around the 


|_ THE tworae: 


&é 


BATION Iria 


Drumcree stand-off forced large 
numbers of nationalist families to 
move. Within a few days of the sec- 
tarian murder of the Quinn children, 
36 other families had applied to 
move from the same estate. At the 
time of the murders, five other 
Catholic families had already 
received death threats. 

This is the reality of life for the 
nationalist working class in the north 
of Ireland today. The Peace Agree- 
mont hasn't improved conditions, 
and in some respects has made them 
worse. Sinn Fein’s commitmont to 
the peace process and the ceasefire of 
the IRA have left nationalist commu- 
nities vulnerable to the attacks of fas- 
cist loyalist terror gangs, 

Underlying the increase in sectar- 
ian attacks is a deteriorating economy. 
A report produced by accountants 
Price Waterhouse Coopers showed 
that economic growth in 1998 was 
half the rate of 1997, 1.9%, whilst the 
rate of redundancies rose by 31%. It 
states that ‘the threat of recession 
hangs overa substantial percentage of 
Northern [roland industry’. The report 
also points out that more people are 
employed al Heathrow airport than 
in the whole of manufacturing in the 
north of Ireland! 

Whatever the outcome of the 30 
June deadline, the pressure from 
the nationalist working class on Sinn 
Fein and the Republican movement 
to defend their communities. will 
increase. . 


BRITISH TERROR 


British media 
mouthpiece of British 
imperialisra 

A now report produced by the 
University of Ulster, Northern 
‘eland's Troubles: the: human 
casts, exposes yet again the 
myth of Britain's so-called 
independent media. Over the 
past 30 years the mainstream 
media in Britain has continu- 
ally pedalled the propaganda 
of the British state in portray- 
ing the war in Ireland as a sec- 
tarian conflict instigated by 
mad, bad TRA criminals’, 

The report, by analysing the 
deaths in the conflict, —pro- 
duces facts which show that 
the forces of the British stale 
have beon engaged in a war 
against the nationalist commiu- 
nity as a whole, 

* 88% of the total number of 
people killed by British state 
forces were Catholics 

+ 87% of those murdered by 
loyalist doath squads were 
unarmed civilians. 

+ Of the 1,066 people killed by 
pro-British forces only 161 
wore Republican Volunteer soldiers. 
+ The RUC has killed twice as many 
unarmed civilians as. they have 
Republican Volunteers. More than 


80% of their victims have beon 
Catholics. 


‘These figures contrast sharply with 
the statistics concerning Republi 
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jes. These show 
he Republican Move 


Nelson: 
collusion between RUC 
and loyalists 


On 12 at the United 
Nations Human Rights Com 
mission in Geneva, a report 
was presented by its investi 
gator Dato Param Cumar 
aswamy, which highlightes 
collusion between the RUC 
and loyalist death squads in 
the murder of solicitors Pal 

Finucano in 1909 and Rase- 
mary Nelson in March this 


April 


Flanagan of treating with 
‘complete indifference’ re- 
ports of intimidation and 
death threats to Rosomary 
Nelson. It states that there is 
conerete evidence to suggest 
RUC collusion with loyalist 
death squads and calls public 
inquiry into the death of Pat 
Finucane. Cumaraswamy also calls 
for an independent inquiry into the 
murder of Rosemary Nelson. 


The sister of Pat Finucane, speak- 
ing in Geneva, said 


Both were subjected to death th 


from the same state authorities dur 
ing the period prior \o their murders. 
The circumstances surrou 

murders point almo: 


ding both 
conclusively to 
the RUG, British 


nd loyalist armed terrorist 


usion betwe 


997 Rosemary Nel: 


son had made an official complaint of 
RUC harassment to the Independent 
Commission for Police Complaints 
(ICPC). An investigation into. the 


complaint was begun by the RUG 
under ICPC supervision. A year into 
the investigation-the ICRC expressed 
serious concerns’ to Mo Mowlam 
about the conduct of the RUG and 
the investigating team was replaced 
by police from the London Metro- 

alitan police force. The ICPC is part 
of ihe British state machine: for them 
to express ‘serious concems’ over the 
conduct of the RUC shows the level 
of bigotry and sectarianism that runs 
throughout the RUC, 

In an attempt to give the ‘investi- 
gation’ into the murder of Rosemary 
Nelson s veneer of independance, the 
Chief Constable of Kent, David 
Philips, has been brought on board. It 
was, famously, the Kent constabulary 
which carried out the inquiry into the 
Met's investigation of the Stephen 
Lawrence murder. The inquiry gave 
the Metropolitan Police a ‘clean bill 
of health’ and actually commended 
them on their investigation. 


‘The RUC investigation will have 
the sole aim of preventing the truth 


about the murder of Rosemary 
Nelson becoming known. The previ- 
ous experience of David Philips in 
these matters will no doubt bo ex 
tremely useful tu the “investigation. 


British forces behind 1974 
Dublin bombs 

On 17 May 1974, bombs exploded in 
the streets of Dublin and Monaghan. 
killing 43 people and injuring hun- 
drods moro, No one was ever arrested 
for the crime and the UVF was 
thought responsible. Now, ina 
signed affidavit, former RUC Special 
Branch officer John War states that 


* the explosives wore supplied by an 
officer in the Ulster Defence 
Regiment 

+ the bombs were assembled in 
farmhouse owned by an RUC officer 

* the bombs wera planted by a group 
including a UDR officer 

+ the RUC and British army intelli- 
gence knew who had planted the 
bombs but did nothing 

* it was quite probable the RUC and 
British army intelligence knew of the 
attacks in advance 


The affidavit was signed in Fobruary 
this year and is part of a legal case 
surrounding the book The Gom- 
ite. The book exposes the connec 
tions between the British army, RUC, 
loyalist death squads and so-called 
respectable members of the loyalist 
community, 


Bob Shepherd 
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